WHALES AND WILDNESS

ALASKA & BAJA CALIFORNIA 2009

Aboard National Geographic Sea Bird &
National Geographic Sea Lion

Dear Traveler,
For decades, we have been inspired to explore the world’s
wildest places in search of remarkable wildlife and cultures.
We’ve made many fascinating discoveries. Among our
favorites are the rich waters off the coasts of southeast
Alaska and Baja California, proven to be among the best for
encountering whales.
Year after year, our 62-guest ships National Geographic
Sea Bird and National Geographic Sea Lion ply the waters of
Alaska and Baja California – and the whales, birds and
other wildlife we encounter along the way become the
coordinates on our map.
Our journeys are crafted especially to seek out those
secret places that offer you the possibility of discovery and
adventure; places where at any moment a curious 40-foot
whale might gently surface right beside you. Or it may be a
quiet interlude watching a brown bear feeding on mussels
along the water’s edge, or the chance to snorkel with sea
lions in the Sea of Cortez.
Because National Geographic Sea Bird and National
Geographic Sea Lion carry a fleet of Zodiac landing craft
and kayaks, you are able to explore almost anywhere.
You venture far beyond where others can travel, entering
narrow fjords and quiet lagoons, navigating through
iceberg-encrusted waters, going places where a large cruise
ship and even many small ships would never go.
Such tools for exploration and an explorer’s mindset
are especially valuable when plying the rich waters of
Baja California and Alaska, where our plans can shift at a
moment’s notice with a spectacular sighting. And while
these encounters may only last from a few gripping seconds
to extended interactions, your memories of fascinating
places and warm friendships should linger for a long, long
time. Join us, won’t you?
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Sincerely,

Sven-Olof Lindblad
Cover, top: a pod of orcas in Alaska. © Ralph Lee Hopkins. Bottom: guests encounter
a gray whale, Baja California. © Tom O’Brien. Opposite: an acrobatic breeching
humpback whale. © Michael Nolan
Ships’ Registry: United States

Lindblad Expeditions and National
Geographic have joined forces to further
inspire the world through expedition
travel. Our collaboration in exploration,
research, technology and conservation
will provide extraordinary travel experiences and disseminate geographic
2
knowledge around the globe.

More than a sighting...
it’s a feeling.

P

eople embark on the journey to Baja California and
Alaska for a variety of inspired reasons: the vast
wilderness, storied pasts, thriving plant life and of
course, the abundance of whales. And as anyone who
has ever encountered these remarkable mammals will
tell you, seeing is just the beginning. It’s the thrill you get when
you see your first fluke or blow; hearing it explode through the
air; watching the vapor burst 15 feet straight up (or off to the
side for some species); sometimes even feeling the cool vapor
on your skin. Encounter one of these creatures for yourself
and you’ll know that it is not just a sighting, it’s a feeling.
From aboard National Geographic Sea Lion or National Geographic
Sea Bird – your home base for the expedition – with cameras, we wait in silent expectation
for a whale to rise from the water – sometimes exploding into view – to astound us, and then
be gone. When we linger with the whales, our Expedition Team will deploy a hydrophone and
bow camera in Baja, so we can listen in and perhaps even see them beneath the surface.

Zodiacs bring us up-close to humpback and other remarkable creatures.
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Why Explore Alaska and
Baja California With
Lindblad Expeditions?
“I’ve come to certain
conclusions. One is
that people do not want
to be tourists: they want
to know; they want to do.”
			

- Lars-Eric Lindblad

Expertise – The expertise of our Captains,
Expedition Leaders and Naturalists provide
deep understanding of all that you
see. Many have participated in over 100
voyages in Alaska or Baja California.
Safety – Decades of experience, research and
a commitment to quality enable our Expedition
Team to create procedures that ensure you
discover the world’s wildest places safely.
National Geographic – Our strategic partnership
with the National Geographic Society makes it
possible for our guests to spend time with top
researchers, Naturalists and photographers.
Expedition Ships – The specially-outfitted
and comfortable expedition ships, National
Geographic Sea Lion and National Geographic
Sea Bird, boast video microscopes, SplashCam, hydrophones and bow cameras, bringing
the seldom seen, or heard, to vivid life.
Flexibility – Our itineraries are flexible in
order to maximize our interaction with nature’s
unplanned gifts. We adjust schedules, activities and
landings according to reported wildlife sightings,
research findings and weather conditions.
Zodiacs and Kayaks – Nimble Mark V Zodiacs,
made popular by Jacques Cousteau, bring to you a
water-level view of wildness. And a fleet of kayaks –
enough for everyone to get out and explore
on their own — allow for personal
discoveries, whether
you are a firsttimer or a lifelong
paddler.
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“Everyone is an explorer. How could
you possibly live your life looking at
a door without opening it?”
– Robert Ballard, National Geographic Explorer-in-Residence,
discovered the wreck of the Titanic.
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A World of Possibilities
Photography Expeditions
Our March 28th “Baja California: A Remarkable Journey” voyage and
the September 5th and 6th departures of “Alaska, British Columbia
& San Juan Islands” present the unique opportunity to explore – and
photograph – the wonders of Alaska and Baja California alongside
National Geographic Photographers. You will be immersed in the
world’s most photogenic places with a fantastic combination of
elements, and always, the magic of nature’s surprises. Created by
photographers for photographers, Lindblad Photo Expeditions tailor
each day’s activities to maximize your photo opportunities. National
Geographic photographers Flip Nicklin and Ralph Hopkins lead the
Remarkable Journey departures. National Geographic Photographer
Mike Nolan leads the September 5th voyage. Rikki and Jack
Swenson will lead the September 6th departure.

Immersion
Using National Geographic Sea Lion and National Geographic Sea Bird as
a base, we offer our guests exploration of the most immersive kind. Walks
in Baja’s desert landscape may reveal 91 species of cacti and desert
vegetation into a blaze of color. Snorkeling forays bring you face-to-whisker
with curious, playful sea lions — one of life’s most joyful wildlife encounters.
In Alaska, bring your boots, as remote hikes take us through dense
forest, along paths made naturally by animals traveling back and forth from
the water. Kayaks allow you to inspect a grounded iceberg from water level.
And a fleet of Zodiacs will get you up close to humpbacks, blues, fins, grays
and other aquatic creatures that are sure to delight.
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Kayaking provides exhilarating, eye-level exploration.

For The Curious Explorer
Throughout this brochure you will see a variety of Daily Expedition
Reports or DERs. These reports are written by our Expedition Team
detailing activities, sightings and findings of our guests and sent
directly from the ships to be posted on www.expeditions.com. The
reason being, we want you to gain a basic understanding of the
experience before you depart on your journey, and to feel most
comfortable by the time you are on board and exploring. DERs are
also a great way for your friends and family to keep up with your
expedition, as they are viewable the next day.

Wonder & Wellness
Exploring nature can lead to the most
inspirational, reflective and rejuvenating
moments — on your own, or with family and
friends. Kayak peacefully, challenge yourself,
or try a new activity. We offer massage
therapy and a variety of body treatments for
pampering at the end of a day spent outdoors. Our
staff provides guidance and expertise to help you tap into wellness
and wonder, at your own pace.

Daily Expedition Report
May 7, 2008: Aboard National
Geographic Sea Lion in Kelp Bay,
Alaska
“…we soon found ourselves graced with a
lone humpback feeding and fluking in the
area. The weather stayed perfect, with
no wind and lots of sun as the humpback
did some minor bubble feeding, and also
seemed to use our boat to herd its prey
of fish.
For three hours we stayed with
this whale, and everyone on board was
delighted with the experience as well as
their own photos of whale tails.”
- Michael Melford,
National Geographic Photographer

WWW.EXPEDITIONS.COM • 1.800.EXPEDITION (1.800.397.3348)
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Our Expedition Team
Their Knowledge &
Enthusiasm Define Our Expeditions.

O

ur expert staff is what sets Lindblad apart.
We believe that the art of expedition travel is
in the action; in seeing, exploring and making
new discoveries. To that end, each of our voyages
is led by a group of Expedition Leaders, Naturalists,
Marine Biologists, Undersea Specialists (in Baja) and
Historians who travel with you. These are the people
with a knack not just for spotting whales on the horizon
or pointing out the treasures of the areas we explore,
but for helping you see the world with new eyes. They
have dedicated their careers to solving the whys and
hows of the natural world. And their passion for the
wonders of Baja California and Alaska will provide you
with a deep understanding of all that you encounter.
Left to right: Michelle Graves, Jack Swenson, Sharon Grainger, Karen
Copeland, Carlos Navarro, William Lopez-Forment.

8

WWW.EXPEDITIONS.COM • 1.800.EXPEDITION (1.800.397.3348)

Inspiration in the Field and On Board
Accessibility
Both 62-guest ships, National Geographic Sea Bird
and National Geographic Sea Lion are staffed with
four to five experts per voyage plus any special
guests or lecturers that may join us. Whether on slow
walks, long hikes, Zodiac cruises, or while kayaking,
snorkeling, sharing a meal or standing on deck – you
are always able to learn from a group of passionate
world-class experts.

Your Expedition Team
Look for the Expedition Team box at the beginning of
each itinerary for a sampling of the experts who’ll join
you on your voyage. For the full list and detailed bios of
your expedition’s team, please visit www.expeditions.com,
select the voyage and departure date you are interested
in, and click on the Expedition Team link.

For a full staff list and detailed bios, go to expeditions.com
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The Whales of Alaska

W

hen we travel Southeast Alaska’s productive and protected waters, we travel with whales.
Humpback whales, killer whales, Dall’s porpoise, harbor porpoise, Minke whales –
cetaceans of all shapes and sizes frequent the bays and channels.
Off Point Adolphus, a consistent group of large and un-related humpback females come together
year after year to forage for herring. This is the epitome of high drama. To witness eight, ten, or twelve
40-ton whales explode from the surface, huge mouths agape, water spilling over their massive jaws, is
one of the truly awesome experiences of a lifetime. Then to drop a hydrophone in the water and listen
as the high, warbling orchestration of such movements increases the drama tenfold. Such behavior
is not only dramatic, but it’s specific to Alaska. Nowhere else on earth are long-term associations of
individual humpback whales seen hunting in such a fashion.
However, it would be a mistake to privilege the obvious theatrics of feeding whales over the quiet
moments in which an individual whale or even a mother and calf can be seen traveling together. The
sight of a whale rising, exhaling, and diving beneath high, snow-capped peaks gives this place scale
and story that one simply can’t forget. – Liz Bradfield, Naturalist
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DAILY EXPEDITION REPORT

Daily Expedition Report
August 11, 2008: Aboard National Geographic Sea Bird in Alaska
“…an orca chasing a Dall’s porpoise had been spotted. With breakfast still on the table, we all
made our way to the bow. Soon, an unbelievable story unfolded right in front of us.
With the mother porpoise chased off, her small baby was now left alone. The two adult orcas had
created an opportunity to teach a juvenile orca how to hunt. For many unforgettable minutes,
the small Dall’s porpoise was chased, thrown, and corralled by the three orcas. Several times we
thought the porpoise must be gone, only to see the small creature reappear at the surface. Then,
in one final, spectacular leap the hunt was over.” — Eza King, Naturalist/Wellness Specialist

Photos: Bubble-netting humpbacks on the hunt for herring; Top: Dall’s porpoise skims the surface; a humpback preparing to dive; orca.
Orcas are the only mammalian species where female and male offspring stay with their mother throughout their entire lives.

WWW.EXPEDITIONS.COM • 1.800.EXPEDITION (1.800.397.3348)
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Exploring Alaska’s Coastal Wilderness
8 Days/7 Nights – National Geographic Sea Bird & National Geographic Sea Lion
Departures: 2009 May 9, 10, 16*, 17*, 23, 24, 30*, 31*; Jun. 6, 7, 13*, 14*, 20, 21, 27*, 28*; Jul. 4, 5, 11*, 12*, 18, 19, 25*, 26*;
Aug. 1, 2, 8*, 9*, 15, 16, 22*, 23*, 29, 30. *These departures travel from Sitka to Juneau making all the same stops.
Prices from: $5,390 to $9,290 (See page 23 for complete prices.)
Departures in green feature $500 off the rates listed plus complimentary round-trip air between Seattle and Alaska.
Departures in blue feature complimentary round-trip air between Seattle and Alaska.
EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS

▶▶ Spend a full day in Glacier Bay National Park UNDER SPECIAL PERMIT.
▶▶ Kayak and Zodiac among the icebergs in Tracy Arm Fjord.
▶▶ search for humpbacks in the summer feeding grounds off point adolphus.

Your Expedition Team Is With You On The Water And In The
Wilderness.
CAPTAIN: Mark Graves’s (right) personal exploration
of Alaska and work with area charts allows for us to
experience places few can.
EXPEDITION LEADER: Biologist Michelle
Graves, has led or been a Naturalist
on over 100 Alaska voyages.
NATURALIST: Doctor of Zoology Steve MacLean
(left), has authored over fifty scientific papers on
plants, birds, mammals and insects.

Glacier Bay N.P.
Point Adolphus

Juneau
Tracy Arm
Admiralty Is.
Frederick Sound

Sitka

Petersburg
BRITISH COLUMBIA
ALASKA

Expedition staff varies by voyage date. Check our web
site for full bios of experts on your selected departure.

I

n this
icy sea,
the whale is
king, and our expeditions
change course for sightings.
Special permits and decades
of expedition experience allow
us to venture through iceberg
fields in Zodiacs with our expert
Naturalist staff, and slip into silent
coves with sturdy kayaks. This
is Alaska at its most intimate,
immersive and inspiring.
Day 1: Juneau, Alaska/Embark

Fly from Seattle to Juneau and
visit Mendenhall Glacier and the
Alaska State Museum, an excellent
introduction to Alaska’s natural
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Day 3: Petersburg

history and
culture. After dinner, explore Juneau
on your own. (D)
Day 2: Tracy Arm

Enter Tracy Arm, a 22mile-long fjord with many
waterfalls cascading from its
high, glacially-carved walls. See
the stunning Sawyer and South
Sawyer glaciers up close and take
a Zodiac cruise for an eye-level
view of sculpted icebergs. (B,L,D)

Take a Naturalistguided Zodiac cruise
through LeConte Bay, a
virtual sculpture garden of
grounded icebergs. Visit the
small town of Petersburg on
Mitkof Island, a true Alaskan
town. There is an opportunity
for optional flightseeing
(weather permitting). (B,L,D)
Day 4: Frederick Sound and
Chatham Strait

With luck, we’ll be able to observe
breaching whales while searching
for Steller’s sea lions on the rocky
islands. Later, hike or kayak for
up-close exploration. (B,L,D)
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Photos left to right: native Alaskan Tlingit art; kayakers; swift swimming orca.

Day 5: Glacier Bay National Park

In Glacier Bay, enormous glaciers
flow from ice fields. Listen as the
quiet stillness of the area is broken
by the thunder of tons of ice calving
into the sea, and search for brown
bears and mountain goats. (B,L,D)
Day 6: Point Adolphus/Inian Pass

Hike, kayak and search for whales
near Point Adolphus, consistently
a favored summer feeding area

for humpback whales. Then,
cruise to Inian Pass, where
playful sea otters reside. (B,L,D)
Day 7: Alaska’s Islands, Bays and
Fjords

Hike or cruise island coastlines
with some of the world’s highest
density of nesting bald eagles.
In the spring and early summer
the landscape is often blanketed
with colorful wildflowers. (B,L,D)

Day 8: Sitka/Disembark/Seattle

Visit onion-domed St. Michael’s
Russian Orthodox Cathedral,
discover the grand totems
that line the trail through Sitka
National Historical Park and
explore the Raptor Rehabilitation
Center. Fly to Seattle. (B)
Explore more on the web at
www.expeditions.com/alaska
and select this itinerary.

Led by our Naturalist, guests hike through Alaska’s temperate rainforest. This pristine wilderness is the largest temperate rainforest in the world.
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Alaska, British Columbia & San Juan Islands:
A Land of Natural Splendor
12 Days/11 Nights – National Geographic Sea Bird & National Geographic Sea Lion
DEPARTURES: 2009 Apr. 28, 29; Sep. 5

*, 6

*, *These departures travel from Sitka to Seattle and include a stop in Juneau.

Photo Expeditions

PRICES FROM: $7,340 to $12,580 (See page 23 for complete prices.)
Departures in green feature $1,000 off the rates listed plus complimentary air between Juneau and Seattle.
EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS

▶▶ Explore Alaska’s Inside Passage and take in beautiful scenery and abundant wildlife.
▶▶ Kayak in the still waters and hike the forested San Juan Islands.
▶▶ Witness the antics of orca and humpback whales.

Explore Over 1,000 Pristine Coastal Miles With An Expert
Expedition Team.
EXPEDITION LEADER: Biologist Michelle Graves (right), has led or
been a Naturalist on over 100 Alaska voyages.
Naturalist: Sharon Grainger’s work with the
Kwakwaka’wakw people allows for unmatched
intimate interactions.

Glacier Bay N.P.
Point Adolphus
Juneau
Admiralty Is.
Sitka

ALASKA
Misty Fiords

Naturalist: Pete Pederson holds a masters degree
in wildlife biology and has spent 11 summers in
interior Alaska before joining us 15 years ago.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Expedition staff varies by voyage date. Check our web site for full
bios of experts on your selected departure.

Humpback whale dives at sunset.

A

maze of fjords, rivers and
glaciers, this mountainous coastline hosts
some of the most spectacular
scenery in North America. With
one Naturalist for each twelve
guests aboard our ships, gain a
rich understanding of the wildlife
while kayaking and hiking in
remote wilderness and cruising
in Zodiacs for an eye-level view of
whales and sculpted icebergs.

Frederick Sound

Pacific Ocean

Johnstone Strait

San Juan Islands

Seattle

Day 1: Seattle/Embark

170 forested islands. Explore
further via Naturalist-led hikes
and by kayak. (B,L,D)

Arrive in Seattle this afternoon
and embark the ship. (D)

Day 3: Alert Bay and Johnstone
Strait, British Columbia

Day 2: San Juan Islands,
Washington

Search for orca whales among
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At the community of Alert Bay, visit
the U’Mista Cultural Center. We’ll
search for pods of orcas known
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Photos left to right: a close encounter with a brown bear; potlach masks at U’Mista Cultural Center; harbor seal mother and
pup on ice near Dawes Glacier in Endicott Arm, Southeast Alaska.

to spend at least a part of the
year in Johnstone Strait. (B,L,D)

schedule, hike on remote islands
through old-growth forest or
kayak the coast. (B,L,D)

Days 4-5: Inside Passage of
British Columbia

Day 10: Glacier Bay National Park

Head northward along the
untouched coastline looking for
whales, dolphins, bears, deer
and other wildlife. Go ashore
to explore or kayak the many
bays and inlets. (B,L,D)

Via special park permit, spend the
entire day among the enormous
glaciers and ice fields. Listen as
the quiet stillness of the area is
broken by the thunder of tons of
ice calving into the sea. (B,L,D)

Day 6: Misty Fiords, Alaska

Day 11: Point Adolphus and

Cruise past glacially-carved cliffs
and kayak in the stillness of Misty
Fiords’ forested backwaters. (B,L,D)

Chichagof Island

Day 7: Exploring Frederick Sound
and Chatham Strait

Join Naturalists on deck to observe
the antics of orca, humpback
whales, and Steller’s sea lions. Go
ashore for a walk along a quiet forest
trail accompanied by our Naturalists,
or perhaps go kayaking. (B,L,D)
Day 8: Sitka

Visit Saint Michael’s Russian
Orthodox Cathedral with its
picturesque spire; walk through
the Sitka National Historical Park,
where totem poles line trails; and
meet eagles up close at the Raptor
Rehabilitation Center. (B,L,D)
Day 9: Exploring Southeast
Alaska’s Islands, Bays and Fjords

With the luxury of no specific

Spend the morning looking
for humpback whales among

the waters off Point Adolphus
and then cruise the coastline
of Chichagof Island to find
playful sea otters. (B,L,D)
Day 12: Juneau/Disembark/Home

Visit the Alaska State Museum in
Juneau for an excellent overview
of Alaska’s natural history and
cultures. Explore on your own before
flights home in the afternoon. (B)

Explore more on the web at
www.expeditions.com/alaska
and select this itinerary.

Optional Extensions
Denali, Pre- or Post-voyage
6 or 7 days, depending on departure date
An Alaskan treasure, Denali National Park is crowned by
Mt. McKinley, the continent’s highest peak at 20,320
feet. By staying at North Face Lodge, the Park’s
most exclusive property, we are able to travel
and stay deep within the Park. We limit our group
to only 18 guests, so you will be part of a very
intimate experience. Please call for details.
Kenai, Pre- or Post-voyage
6 or 7 days, depending on departure date
Kenai is a virtual nirvana for outdoor enthusiasts.
This lush wilderness acts as a thriving habitat for wildlife and is
therefore a hotbed of hiking, wildlife sightings, and fishing activity.
Spend a week traveling from Anchorage to the Kenai Peninsula
and back again while rafting and salmon fishing on the Kenai River,
hiking, gold panning, searching for moose, eagles, and bear, or
simply relaxing and taking in the scenery. Please call for details.
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The Whales of Baja

W

ho would think, flying over the red cliffs and arid plains of the Baja peninsula that
it would be a place of vast productivity? The whales, large and small, know both
sides of the peninsula, ocean and sea.
Inside the Sea of Cortez, our binoculars are always trained for the tall blows of large baleen
whales: Bryde’s, humpback, fin, and a healthy population of blue whales that escaped the ravages
of whaling. Up north in the Sea of Cortez, the Vaquita, the smallest and most endangered cetacean
in the world, makes a home in the outflow of the Colorado River. Bottlenose and common dolphins,
roam the seas, at times milling about in a bay, and at times playing underneath the bow of the boat.
On the Pacific side of the peninsula, a series of protected bays and lagoons are the destination
for gray whales migrating from their summer feeding grounds in the Bering Sea. Mothers and
calves loll together in the shallows, sometimes poking their triangular heads into the air in a
spy-hop, sometimes hurling their bodies out of the water. A bit further offshore, mating grays
play. Hunted to near-extinction, the gray whales have made a remarkable recovery, and to travel
among them, particularly in small Zodiacs near eye level, is both humbling and exhilarating.
							
– Larry Prussin, Expedition Leader
Observing a spy-hopping gray whale up close. This behavior enables the whale to survey its surroundings and to
acquire bearings and places for movement during migration.
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Left to right: the fin whale can live between 85 and 90 years; the sperm whale was the inspiration for Herman Melville’s classic,
Moby Dick; leaping common dolphin; gray whale.

Daily Expedition Report
April 7, 2008: Aboard National
Geographic Sea Bird in Baja
California
“The conditions this morning were
about as good as they get for
whale watching in the gulf, flat and
calm so that one could see fins on
the water for a long way. We were
fortunate to spend our morning
with a pod of more than 40 shortfinned pilot whales. Pilot whales
get their name from the early idea
that one of the whales was the pilot
or leader of the group. Today, they
instead showed their propensity to
travel in chorus line fashion, side
by side, cruising slowly through the
water. At times we became part
of the line when a section of the
group would break off, swim under
our bow and reappear on the other
side.” – Sue Perin, Naturalist
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Baja California: Among the Great Whales
8 Days/7 Nights - National Geographic Sea Bird & National Geographic Sea Lion
DEPARTURES: 2009 Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31; Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28; Mar. 7, 14, 21
PRICES FROM: $4,620 to $7,560 (See page 23 for complete prices.)
All departures feature a complimentary round-trip charter flight between Los Angeles and La Paz, Mexico.
Note: Some departures travel in reverse from La Paz to San Carlos, making all the same stops.
EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS

▶▶ Get an UP CLOSE view of gigantic gray whales.
▶▶ Swim, snorkel and kayak in the azure waters of the Sea of Cortez.
▶▶ Experience the pristine beauty and abundant wildlife of Baja CALIFORNIA.

Search For Whales And Abundant Wildlife With A
Passionate Expedition Team.

United states

Expedition Leader: Sue Perin’s expertise in wildlife management
and passion for teaching brings the wonders of Baja to life.
Naturalist: Marine biologist Mike Greenfelder travels the world
chasing his three loves: marine critters, photography,
and birds.
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Naturalist: Biochemist Carlos J. Navarro (right),
a native of Mexico, shares the wonders of the Sea
of Cortez, his home for 17 years.

Mexico

Sea of
Cortez

Pacific Ocean

Isla Santa Catalina
San Carlos
Bahia
Magdalena

Expedition staff varies by voyage date. Check our web
site for full bios of experts on your selected departure.

Isla San José
Isla Espíritu Santo
La Paz

Los Cabos
There’s magic when one encounters a friendly gray whale. It’s a rare privilege that lingers in
your memory long after you return home.

Gorda Banks

S

eeing gray whales in their
natural habitat is one of
the great delights of this
voyage. In Bahia Magdalena,
venture out in Zodiacs among
these magnificent creatures. In the
Sea of Cortez, whales, dolphins,
sea lions, blue-footed boobies,
huge cardon cacti, mangroves
and sand dunes are among the
wonders you’ll encounter.
Day 1: Los Angeles/La Paz/
San Carlos/Embark

Depart Los Angeles on a privately
chartered aircraft for the flight to
La Paz. Upon arrival, transfer to
San Carlos, where we embark. (D)
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Photos left to right: giant barrel catus; kayaking in the mirror-like Sea of Cortez; bottlenose dolphins often ride in our ship’s bow wave.

Days 2-4: Bahia Magdalena

Navigate through an immense
system of protected coves and
channels, surrounded by a fringe
of mangrove channels at one
edge of a vast, windswept plain.
Each winter, during their long
migration, gray whales travel
south from their Arctic feeding
grounds to breed and raise their
calves in these sheltered waters.
Observe migrating whales from
the ship and up close from our
Zodiacs. Discover dense mangroves by kayak and watch for
magnificent frigatebirds, pelicans,
cormorants, terns, great blue
herons, ibis and willets. (B,L,D)
Day 5: Los Cabos and Gorda
Banks

This morning cruise past Friars
Rocks at Land’s End. For those
who wish, we will arrange a
visit to the historic town center
of San José del Cabo. The
afternoon is spent at the Gorda
Banks seamount, a gathering
place for whales, especially
humpbacks, as well as dolphins
and other sea life. (B,L,D)
Day 6: Islas Los Islotes
and EspÍritu Santo

At Los Islotes, don flippers, a mask
and snorkel (which we’ll gladly
provide) and swim with curious
sea lions. We have a leisurely

Sunset in the Sea of Cortez.

afternoon to swim, kayak or hike
at Espíritu Santo. Brown pelicans,
gulls and boobies are all part
of the landscape. Finish the day
with a relaxing beach barbecue
complete with a campfire and a
star-filled sky. (B,L,D)

as Isla San José or Isla Santa
Catalina to walk among huge cacti
and observe the diverse bird life.
Swim or snorkel with king angelfish, butterfly fish, damselfish and
the beautiful parrotfish. (B,L,D)
Day 8: La Paz/Disembark/

Day 7: Exploring the Sea of

Los Angeles

Cortez

Disembark after breakfast in
La Paz and drive to the
airport for our charter flight
to Los Angeles. (B)

With the luxury of no specific
plan, search for whales among
the islands of the southern Sea
of Cortez, an area that has proven
to be one of the best for finding
blue whales, and often common
and bottlenose dolphins. Explore
the many uninhabited islands such

Explore more on the web at
www.expeditions.com/baja
and select this itinerary.
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Baja California: A Remarkable Journey
A Photo Expedition
15 Days/14 Nights - National Geographic Sea Bird & National Geographic Sea Lion
DEPARTURE: 2009 Mar. 28
PRICES FROM: $6,290 to $10,810 (See page 23 for complete prices.)
Departures feature a complimentary one-way charter flight between Los Angeles and La Paz, Mexico.
EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS

▶▶ Travel with AND LEARN FROm National Geographic Photographers.
▶▶ capture UNFORGETTABLE photographs of gray whales, dolphins and the landscape of baja.
▶▶ Snorkel with schools of reef fish and playful sea lions.

Your Expedition Team Will Make Sure You
Capture The Best of Baja.

F

ew are more adept at
capturing the essence
of Baja than National
Geographic Photographers. Learn
from their years of experience on
this flexible, photography-inspired
itinerary. Ready your cameras
aboard nimble Zodiacs and kayaks
as we linger with gray whales and
dolphins, or set up the perfect shot
on a journey to uninhabited islands
and cactus forests.
Day 1: Los Angeles/La Paz/
San Carlos/Embark

Arrive in La Paz from Los
Angeles on our privately
chartered aircraft. Drive to
San Carlos and embark. (D)
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Day 2: Bahía Magdalena

Explore the mangroves and sand
dunes of Bahía Magdalena, then
head to Laguna San Ignacio. (B,L,D)
Days 3-4: Laguna San Ignacio

Observe gray whales and their
calves from our ship’s deck and at
water level in our Zodiacs. (B,L,D)

Sea of
Cortez
Isla Santa Catalina

San Carlos
Bahia Magdalena

NATURALIST: William Lopez-Forment, a native of Mexico, has
published more than 42 scientific papers and a book on mammals of
Mexican Islands.
Expedition staff varies by voyage. Check our web site for full bios of
experts on your selected departure.

nia

Pacific Ocean

for

ali

aC

NATURALIST: Former medical doctor and whitewater
guide Karen Copeland will share her passion for geology and
ornithology.

Laguna
San Ignacio

Mexico

Isla Rasa
Isla San Pedro Martir

Baj

EXPEDITION LEADER: Jack Swenson (right) is a
biologist and professional photographer who has
co-authored a photographic book on Baja California.

Isla Angel
de la Guarda

La Paz

Isla Espiritu Santo

Los Cabos

Gorda Banks

islands of the Sea of Cortez and the
remote bays of the Baja Peninsula.
Activities include swimming, snorkeling, kayaking, Zodiac cruises and
Naturalist-guided hikes ashore.
Islands we might visit include Espíritu
Santo, Los Islotes, San José, Santa
Catalina, Carmen, San Marcos,
San Pedro Martir, San Estebán and
Rasa. Along the way we could see
sperm, fin and blue whales. (B,L,D)
Day 15: La Paz/Disembark/
Los Angeles

Day 5: At Sea

Along the southern Pacific coast
of the peninsula, we’ll search for a
variety of marine life including blue
whales. (B,L,D)
Days 6-14: Islands of the Sea of
Cortez

Spend the next days exploring the

After a visit of La Paz, the
state capital of Baja California
Sur, we’ll have lunch. Then,
transfer to the airport for our
flight to Los Angeles. (B,L)
Explore more on the web at
www.expeditions.com/baja
and select this itinerary.

While we encounter them at the surface, gray whales are the only bottom-feeding whale. A
single gray is believed to turn over 50 acres of sediment during a single T
feeding season.
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National Geographic Sea Bird &
National Geographic Sea Lion
Capacity: 62 guests in 31 outside
cabins. Registry: United States.
Overall length: 152 feet.
Public Areas: Our twin sister ships
feature a Library; Gift Shop; Lounge
with full-service bar and facilities for
films, slide shows and presentations;
Observation Deck; partially covered Sun
Deck with chairs and tables, and LEXspa.
Our “Open Bridge” provides guests an
opportunity to meet our Officers and
Captain and learn about navigation.
Meals: Served in single seatings with
unassigned tables for an informal
atmosphere and easy mingling. Breakfast
is a wide selection buffet and lunch
is often served family style. Menu
emphasizes local flair.
Cabins: All face outside with windows, private facilities and climate controls.
Expedition Equipment: Bow camera, hydrophone, kayaks, snorkeling gear, Splash-Cam,
underwater video camera, video microscope, Zodiac landing craft, and wet suits in Baja.
Special Features: Guest internet access. A Video Chronicler on board all voyages. A ship’s
doctor and an Undersea Specialist are on board in Baja.

SUN DECK
LEXspa

105

103

101

CPTN.

106

104

102

100

BRIDGE

Wellness: The vessel is staffed by a Wellness Specialist and features exercise equipment,
LEXspa and outdoor stretching area.

GYM EQUIPMENT

BRIDGE DECK
219
216

217
214

215 211
212 210

209 207 205 203 201
208 206 204 202 200

OBSERVATION
DECK

UPPER DECK
305 303 301
DINING ROOM

LOUNGE

304 302 300

MAIN DECK
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BAR

Category 1: Main Deck #300-305 — Conveniently positioned between the dining

room & lounge, these cabins feature two single lower beds, a writing desk and a large
view window.
Category 2: Bridge Deck #100-104; Upper Deck #200-212, 215 — These welllocated cabins include two lower single beds & a view window.
Category 3: Bridge Deck #105, 106; Upper Deck #214, 216, 217, 219 — These
cabins feature a seating unit with table and two large view windows. Upper Deck
cabins include two lower single beds which can convert to a double bed and a pull-out
single bed for a third person; Bridge Deck
cabins include two lower single beds only.
Note: Sole Occupancy cabins are
available in Categories 1 and 2 only.
Third person rates are available in
certain categories at one half the double
occupancy rate.
Shared Accommodations: Shares can
be arranged at the double occupancy rate
in Categories 1 and 2 only.

Clockwise from top: cocktail hour recaps
are informative and always social; our ships’
decks are the ideal viewing platform; the
sun deck is a great place to appreciate the
passing scenery; the dining room, with its
wide-eyed windows and unassigned seating,
makes for easy mingling.

Prices are per person double occupancy, unless indicated as solo.

Itinerary
Exploring Alaska’s Coastal
Wilderness

PAGE

12

year

2009

Cat. 1

$5,390

Cat. 2

$6,190

Cat. 3

$7,120

Cat. 1
Solo

$8,080

Cat. 2
Solo

$9,290

Advance
payment

OFFERS & AIRFARE

$500

Select departures feature complimentary
round-trip air plus $500 off between
Seattle and Alaska.
Sample Airfare: Seattle/Juneau/Sitka/
Seattle or vice versa: Economy from $600;
Business from $925.

Alaska, British Columbia
& San Juan Islands

14

2009

$7,340

$8,390

$9,440

$10,990

$12,580

$700

Select departures feature $1,000 off plus
complimentary air between Juneau and
Seattle. Sample Airfare: Round-trip Los
Angeles/Los Cabos: Economy from $410;
Business from $995.

Baja California: Among the
Great Whales

18

2009

$4,620

$5,160

$5,820

$6,920

$7,560

$450

Special charter flight from Los Angeles
to La Paz and return included. Some
departures travel in reverse from La Paz to
San Carlos, making all the same stops.

Baja California: A Remarkable
Journey
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2009

$6,290

$7,210

$8,390

$9,430

$10,810

$600

Charter flight from Los Angeles to La Paz
included. Return flight from La Paz to Los
Angeles is not included. Sample Airfare:
La Paz/Los Angeles: Economy from $270.
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Take advantage of our special offers:
COMPLIMENTARY AIRFARE:
Complimentary economy group airfare is offered on
select Lindblad departures. Please see bold, blue text
on itinerary pages for details. (Complimentary airfare is
based on economy group flights and must be ticketed
by Lindblad Expeditions.)
COMPLIMENTARY AIR PLUS $1,000 OFF
Join the April 28 or 29 departure of Alaska, British
Columbia & the San Juan Islands to receive complimentary airfare plus $1,000 off prices listed.
COMPLIMENTARY AIRFARE PLUS $500 OFF
Join the May 9, 10, 16, or 17 departure of Exploring
Alaska’s Coastal Wilderness to receive complimentary
airfare plus $500 off prices listed.
BRINGING A GROUP:

For your party of eight people or more, you will each
receive 5% off the cost of your expedition. A deposit of
10% of the trip cost is required at the time of reservation, and an additional 25% is required 120 days in
advance. Final payment is due 90 days in advance.
(Excludes extension and airfare.)
Note: If taking advantage of this discount, a variation of the cancellation
policy will apply. Please ask upon making your reservation.

BRINGING THE KIDS:

We believe sharing an expedition with your kids or
grandkids is a life-enhancing experience. So, take
$500 off the double occupancy rate for each person
under 18.
$250 EARLY-BOOKING INCENTIVE: We are pleased to

offer an early-booking savings incentive. Reserve your
place nine months (275 days or more) prior to the
departure date of your selected expedition and receive
a $250 per person early-booking reduction.

THE FLEXIBLE TRAVELER PLAN*

You can save $500 on the cost of “Among the Great
Whales” and “Exploring Alaska’s Coastal Wilderness”
expeditions — simply by choosing the month in which
you’d like to travel, but remaining flexible about the
departure date. First, make your reservation by selecting the month you wish to travel and choose your cabin
category. Then, if space is available, one month prior to
your selected travel month, we will inform you of your
specific departure date.
*NOTE: Availability may be limited for the Flexible Traveler Plan. To reserve
your place, an advance payment for the program as outlined is required at
the time of reservation. If, for any reason, we are unable to provide you with
a departure date or the cabin category of your choice, you will receive a full
refund plus a travel certificate worth $250 per person to be used on any
Lindblad Expeditions voyage. If we offer you a departure date and you decline
to take it, you will forfeit your advance payment. Final payment is due seven
days after you are confirmed on a departure.

BACK-TO-BACK SAVINGS:

Save 10% on any consecutive journeys taken aboard
one of our expedition ships. (Excludes extensions and
airfares.)
OUR POLICY ON COMBINING OFFERS: If the expedition

that interests you provides more than one savings
opportunity (e.g. it is eligible for Flexible Traveler and
Kids savings), we won’t make you choose between
them — you may combine up to 2 offers from any of
the applicable savings offers.
VALUE-VOUCHER POLICY:

In the event that we discount a departure for which you
are booked, we will extend you the courtesy of a matching discount. You’ll receive a certificate representing the
value of the promotional discount, which can be applied
to any future Lindblad Expeditions voyage. It is transferable at your discretion.

>Did you know that all of our ships with
capacities of 48 - 148 guests can be
used on a private charter basis?
Our ships are ideally suited for celebrating special occasions such as
family reunion events, milestone birthdays and anniversaries as well as
hosting corporate retreats and high school and college class reunions.
For more information, please call Karen Kuttner at 800-783-6656
ext.1030 or e-mail at karenk@expeditions.com.

Reservation Information
Costs Include: All accommodations
aboard ships or in hotels per itinerary
or similar, all meals and nonalcoholic
beverages aboard ship, meals on land
as indicated, air transportation where
indicated as included, shore excursions,
sightseeing and entrance fees, special
access permits, transfers to and from
group flights, use of snorkeling equipment
and wet suits, use of kayaks, tips, taxes
and service charges, services of a ship
physician in Baja, and services of our
Expedition Team.
Not Included: Air transportation (except
where shown as included), extensions,
passport, visa, immigration fees, meals
not indicated, baggage/accident/
travel protection plan, items of a personal
nature, such as alcoholic beverages,
e-mail, laundry.
Airfare: For all programs, airfare is an
additional cost unless otherwise indicated.
Sample airfares are subject to change.
We will gladly assist in making your
air arrangements. There will be a $50
per person service fee if you elect for
Lindblad Expeditions to handle your air
arrangements.
Note: Complete pre-journey information,
including suggestions on what to bring
and recommended reading, will be sent
prior to departure.
TERMS & CONDITIONS
Reservations: To reserve your place, an
advance payment for the program as
outlined is required at the time of reservation and is payable by Visa, MasterCard,
American Express, Discover or check.
Final Payment: For expeditions of eight
nights or less, final payment is due 60
days prior to departure. For expeditions of
nine nights or more, final payment is due
90 days prior to departure.
Travel Protection Plan: Travel protection
and medical insurance are available at

extra cost. Ask about our comprehensive
guest travel protection plan for a worryfree expedition.

Selected Honors and Awards

Smoking Policy: Smoking is allowed only
in designated outdoor areas.

> 2007 Seafood Champion Award

Responsibility and Other Terms &
Conditions: Certain other provisions concerning, among other things, limitations
of Lindblad Expeditions’ and the National
Geographic Society’s liability for loss of
property, injury, illness or death during the
voyage will be provided to all guests on
the ship’s ticket sent prior to departure,
and are also available on our web site
at www.expeditions.com/terms, or upon
request. By registering for a trip, the guest
agrees to all such terms and conditions.
Note: Itineraries and prices listed in
this brochure are as of publication date,
and are subject to change. The company
reserves the right to impose surcharges
based on increases in the company’s
actual cost of fuel.

CANCELLATION POLICY
For Expeditions 8 Nights or Less
Number of Days Prior
to Expedition Start
90 or more days
89–60 days
59–30 days
29–0 days

Per Person
Cancellation Fee
$150*
Advance payment cost
50% of trip cost
No refund

For Expeditions 9 Nights or More
Number of Days Prior Per Person
to Expedition Start
Cancellation Fee
120 or more days
$150*
119–90 days
Advance payment cost
89–60 days
25% of trip cost
59–30 days
50% of trip cost
29–0 days
No refund
This policy applies to expeditions. We strongly
recommend that you purchase a travel
protection plan. Cancellation policy may differ
for extensions. Please call for details.
*You will be issued a $150 Lindblad Expeditions
Travel Certificate.
Note: A variation of this policy applies to a party
of eight people or more. Ask for details.

> 2007 Tourism for Tomorrow “Global Tourism
Business Award”
> 2006 Newly discovered endemic species of
moth Undulambia lindbladi named in honor
of Sven Lindblad’s dedication to Galápagos
conservation
> 1997-2002, 2005-2008- Condé Nast
Traveler “Gold List”
> 1996-2006 Condé Nast Traveler Readers’
Choice Award
> 2000-2006, 2008 Travel + Leisure “World’s
Best” Award-Tour Operator & Small-Ship
Cruise Line
> 2002 Condé Nast Traveler Ecotourism Award
> 2001 United Nations Environment
Programme Global 500 Award, conferred
upon Sven-Olof Lindblad

We are proud to be a Founding
Member of Adventure Collection
— a family of the world’s most trusted and experienced active travel companies. Each member
company of Adventure Collection is dedicated to
enriching the lives of its guests and to giving back
to the areas in which it travels. For more information visit www.AdventureCollection.com.

Lindblad Expeditions, as
an Active Member of the
United States Tour Operators
Association (“USTOA”), is required to post $1
Million with USTOA to be used to reimburse, in
accordance with the terms and conditions of the
USTOA Travelers Assistance Program, the advance
payments of Lindblad Expeditions customers in the
unlikely event of Lindblad Expeditions bankruptcy,
insolvency or cessation of business. Complete
details of the USTOA Travelers Assistance Program
may be obtained by writing to USTOA at 275
Madison Avenue, Suite 2014, NY, NY 10016, or
by e-mail to information@ustoa.com or by visiting
their website at www.USTOA.com.

Photo Credits: Canadabrian/Alamy,
Stewart Cohen, Jay Dickman, Fred
Felleman, Alex Gore/Alamy, Ralph Lee
Hopkins, Sven-Olof Lindblad, Carlos
Navarro, Michael Nolan, Tom O’brien,
Kevin Schafer, Don Svela/Alaska
Wildland Adventures, Jack Swenson.
©2008 Lindblad Expeditions
Lindblad Expeditions and the Eye are the trademarks of Lindblad
Expeditions. All rights reserved.
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC and the Yellow Border are the trademarks of
the National Geographic Society. All rights reserved.
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For reservations and voyage details,
contact:
96 Morton Street
New York, NY 10014
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Daily Expedition Report
March 3, 2008: Aboard National Geographic Sea Lion in Baja California
“We started a whole day of gray whale
watching on board our Zodiacs. Since
the first moments we found pairs of this
fascinating cetacean species. Single
individuals were seen as well going in every
direction, probably looking for mates. Young
males and females showed their more erratic
traveling behavior, holding their breath for
longer periods of time than the pairs of cows
and calves, but some of them spy-hopped
and even breached several times. Their huge
bodies were seen almost three quarters
out of the water! Cameras, of course, were
slower than the whales and the non-digital
ones ran out of film! The adult nursing
females also contributed to our delight
with their gentle fluking and diving under or
between the Zodiacs.”
		
– Adrian Cerda, Naturalist

