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“What truly surprises me
about the Gulf of California
is how alive it is. Its islands,
populated not by people but by
seabirds, sea lions, and lovely,
life-asserting desert plants,
give an impression of wilderness far beyond the proximity of the U.S. and mainland
Mexico. Despite serious over
fishing for some species, for
animals like whales, dolphins,
and seabirds, the Gulf is
largely a safe haven. For us
it is haven too, an easily accessed place to marvel at wild
abundance, wide horizons, and
intense desert beauty.”
– Dr. Carl Safina
Founder, Blue Ocean Institute,
a Lindblad Expeditions Partner in
Conservation

Daily Expedition Report
January 29, 2008: Aboard National Geographic Sea Lion
in Gorda Banks, Baja California
The morning started in the best possible way, with calm seas and whales; in fact, several
humpback whales were spotted well before sunrise as the National Geographic Sea Lion sailed
off the southernmost portion of the Baja California peninsula. The whales’ blows were seen in
many directions and many individuals delighted us with spectacular breaches, some of them very
close to us! One of them sported a 3 to 4 feet long piece of monofilament net entangled with her
chin barnacles, the result of an unfortunate encounter with the local fisheries.
— Carlos Navarro, Undersea Specialist
To read the entire text of this exciting report and reports from all our other global
expeditions, log on to: www.expeditions.com
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Cover, top: humpback breaching. Bottom: guests exploring by zodiac.

Ships’ Registry: United States

Dear Traveler,

I

’ve been traveling to and writing about Baja California
for over 30 years – about its beauty, the abundant sea life,
the fact that it’s the best place in the world to see many
different kinds of whales under great conditions. I’ve written
about the fauna, the flora, the light, the water, the sensations
and even the threats to this special land. I’ve taken tens of
thousands of photographs and, basically, traveled there more
than any other place on earth.
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So, I guess my point is that if you believe anything I write,

You can, if you travel with us, go for days and days without
seeing any other people. You can kayak amongst sea lions,
birds and along magnificent cliffs; you can walk in the early
morning up desert arroyos so quiet you can hear the beat of a
hummingbird’s wings, and you can swim and snorkel amongst
hundreds of colorful fish.
Simply stated, it’s pure magic and it’s so very close.
You should definitely go and, if you do, you just might be beset
by a really splendid addiction that will compel you to return
again and again.

Yours sincerely,

Sven-Olof Lindblad
P.S. As a further enticement to join us, complimentary airfare
is offered on select departures. Please see page 27 for
details.

Lindblad Expeditions and National
Geographic have joined forces to further
inspire the world through expedition
travel. Our collaboration in exploration,
research, technology and conservation
will provide extraordinary travel experiences and disseminate geographic
3
knowledge around the globe.

The Whales of Baja
W

ho would think, flying over the red cliffs and arid plains of the Baja peninsula that
it would be a place of vast productivity? The whales, large and small, know both
sides of the peninsula, ocean and sea.
Inside the Sea of Cortez, our binoculars are always trained for the tall blows of large baleen
whales: Bryde’s, humpback, fin, and a healthy population of blue whales that escaped the ravages
of whaling. Up north in the Sea of Cortez, the Vaquita, the smallest and most endangered cetacean
in the world, makes a home in the outflow of the Colorado River. Bottlenose and common dolphins,
roam the seas, at times milling about in a bay, and at times playing underneath the bow of the boat.
On the Pacific side of the peninsula, a series of protected bays and lagoons are the destination
for gray whales migrating from their summer feeding grounds in the Bering Sea. Mothers and
calves loll together in the shallows, sometimes poking their triangular heads into the air in a
spy-hop, sometimes hurling their bodies out of the water. A bit further offshore, mating grays
play. Hunted to near-extinction, the gray whales have made a remarkable recovery, and to travel
among them, particularly in small Zodiacs near eye level, is both humbling and exhilarating.
							
– Larry Prussin, Expedition Leader
Observing a spy-hopping gray whale up close. This behavior enables the whale to survey its surroundings and to
acquire bearings and places for movement during migration.
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Left to right: the fin whale can live between 85 and 90 years; the sperm whale was the inspiration for Herman Melville’s classic,
Moby Dick; leaping common dolphin; gray whale.

Daily Expedition Report
April 7, 2008: Aboard National
Geographic Sea Bird in Baja
California
“The conditions this morning were
about as good as they get for
whale watching in the gulf, flat and
calm so that one could see fins on
the water for a long way. We were
fortunate to spend our morning
with a pod of more than 40 shortfinned pilot whales. Pilot whales
get their name from the early idea
that one of the whales was the pilot
or leader of the group. Today, they
instead showed their propensity to
travel in chorus line fashion, side
by side, cruising slowly through the
water. At times we became part
of the line when a section of the
group would break off, swim under
our bow and reappear on the other
side.” – Sue Perin, Naturalist
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Discovering
		 the Desert
I

n the Baja desert, the primary citizens are the giant cardon
cacti. Highly visible and widespread, these plants are
emphatic greeters beckoning from an exotic and unique
landscape. Their uplifted arms advertise a dramatic promise of
wonders to come once you pass beneath their boughs. There
are dozens of different kinds of cactus here, from the tiny fish
hook, to the massive barrel, to the many-armed organ pipe. But
be careful! Each is a fortress, with row after row of crenate ribs and
rank upon rank of star-bursting spines guarding the most precious desert commodity —
moisture. And yet, most species also have their softer, almost fuzzy side; they show it
during the warm days of early spring, when they become concerned about reproduction.
As onlookers, we are dazzled by rare colors, gorgeous shapes, and often experience
pleasant scents from cactus flowers. These are “animal pleasing” characteristics that
many other plants also strive to achieve with their flowers. But unlike lots of plants,
cacti do things on the grandest of scales and with the greatest of panache. Petals
look like crumpled tissue paper as they unfurl to expose bountiful pollen and nectar
to bats, orioles, and insects that carry the plant’s future to another flower for crosspollination. Let us unravel some of the desert’s vast biological mysteries for you in Baja.
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— Dennis Cornejo, Naturalist
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Islands of Baja named
World Heritage Site
On July 14, 2005 the Islands and Protected Areas
of the Gulf of California (also known as the Sea
of Cortez) were registered as a World Heritage
Site by UNESCO. These islands, sometimes
referred to as “Mexico’s Galápagos,” join such
important world treasures as the Galápagos
Islands, Australia’s Great Barrier Reef and the
Grand Canyon in holding this distinction.
We have considered Baja California and the
Sea of Cortez a world treasure for decades, but we have also been deeply
concerned about its future. Baja, like any great charismatic place, is in
serious conflict. All kinds of people want a share of its riches, and in
certain areas on the peninsula, resorts, golf courses and hotels are popping up daily. On the other side of the coin are those who wish to preserve
the natural integrity of Baja. For the latter group, this designation of the
islands as a World Heritage Site is welcome news indeed. The struggle
between opposing views will continue, but this World Heritage status
will no doubt elevate the awareness of the entire world to the unique
and outstanding value that Baja and the islands have in their unaltered,
natural state. This will help promote the urgent mission to inspire mankind
to protect its riches for future generations to appreciate and enjoy.

A couple strolls along the desert in Baja California. Opposite, inset: Lizard on cactus.
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Exploring the Sea
I
magine being lured awake by soft but powerful noises, not cries,
not coughs, no, rather the strange melody of forced air, of giant
exhalations. Then, upon rising and venturing out, seeing that the
source of such sounds can be viewed long and low in the water. Lazy
gray mounds appearing, breathing, then slowly disappearing beneath
the water, gentle and pink in the soft light of young morning — revealing a pod of fin whales grazing nearby. But look around and we think
you’ll agree that these whales are just the foreground of an even
grander picture of a most amazing place.

Humpback whale fluke.

Gray whale encounter, Magdalena Bay.
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Beneath the
Surface
E

ncounter the rich tapestry of life beneath the
surface by snorkeling (wet suits provided) in ideal
conditions — calm (if sometimes chilly) seas, farreaching visibility, and beckoning waters. Our Naturalists
accompany all your outings, identifying sea life and
ensuring your safety. It is possible that impressive whale
sharks as well as graceful manta rays and ballet-like
sea lions may cross your watery path. The inviting water is teeming with colorful fish,
fanciful invertebrates and birdlife. Rocky reefs and swaying gorgonian corals provide
hiding places for king angelfish, tinsel squirrelfish and Cortez rainbow wrasses. Reef
coronetfish drift slowly in the shallows. With luck, you might discover the five-pointed
chocolate chip star, named for its brown-studded markings. And those who prefer a
drier approach will be able to view this remarkable underwater footage — captured by
our Undersea Specialist — in the comfort of our ship’s lounge.

Top: Whale shark, the largest living fish species. Insets clockwise, left to right: Spotted balloon fish;
“winged” manta ray; aptly named sunflower star; graceful sea lion.
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Explore with Focus
Expedition Kayaks: A Lindblad Essential
One of the best means for personal exploration in the areas we travel
is via kayak. Therefore, we’ve outfitted all of our ships with a fleet of
them — not just a symbolic kayak or two, but enough for everyone to
get out and explore on their own. There is something very special about
being alone, or with a partner in our double kayaks, paddling along a
remote coastline watching Sally Lightfoot crabs tiptoe across the rocks,
seeing the hanging mist of a whale blow in the distance or listening to
the gentle whoosh of wings as seabirds pass nearby. Integral to every
voyage, our expedition team makes kayaking easy for first-timers and
seasoned pros alike.

For the Photographer
Our Baja California: A Remarkable Journey presents the unique opportunity
to explore — and photograph — both the gray whale lagoons along Baja’s
Pacific Coast and the rich Sea of Cortez. This 15-day expedition is our most
complete Baja voyage and we undertake it at the optimum time of year.
You will explore one of the world’s most photogenic places with a fantastic
combination of elements, and always, the magic of nature’s surprises. Created
by photographers for photographers, Lindblad Photo Expeditions tailor each
day’s activities to maximize your photo opportunities. The National Geographic Sea
Bird departure is lead by renowned National Geographic photographer, Flip Nicklin;
National Geographic photographer Ralph Lee Hopkins leads the National Geographic
Sea Lion departure.
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Kayaking provides exhilarating, eye-level exploration.
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Walks in Baja’s desert landscape may reveal 91
species of cacti: spring and early summer showers
transform the desert vegetation into a blaze of
color, with barrel cactus blooms and nightshade
flowers. Snorkeling forays bring you face-to-whisker
with curious, playful sea lions — one of life’s most joyful
wildlife encounters. To make your undersea explorations
easier, we’ll provide wet suits, fins, masks and snorkels. Zodiacs
usher you ashore to inaccessible places, allowing you to make
discoveries on remote, uninhabited islands.

su

Hike, Snorkel, Explore in Zodiacs

l

Wonder & Wellness
Exploring nature can lead to some of the most inspirational,
reflective and rejuvenating moments you can ever have — on
your own, or with family and friends. Rejuvenate by kayaking
tranquilly, or challenging yourself on longer-distance hikes, or
daring to try a new activity like snorkeling or morning stretching
classes. We even offer massage therapy and a variety of body
treatments for pampering at the end of a day spent outdoors.
Our staff provides guidance and expertise to help you tap into
wellness and wonder, at your own pace.

WWW.EXPEDITIONS.COM • 1.800.EXPEDITION (1.800.397.3348)
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Inspiration and Knowledge
in the Field and On Board

O

ne of the most important aspects of each voyage is the
knowledge of our terrific staff of Expedition Leaders,
Naturalists, Biologists, Undersea Specialists and other
experts who provide talks, guidance ashore and daily camaraderie.
Each team also includes people who are specially trained in
sharing their knowledge with young people of all ages.

Michelle Graves
Expedition Leader

Growing up on military bases
gave Michelle a taste for travel.
After graduating with a degree
in ecology and evolutionary
biology, she discovered a passion for sharing her
understanding of the natural world with others. She’s
spent the past 12 years working as a field biologist
and an interpretive Naturalist along the eastern rim of
the Pacific Ocean. Since 1998, Michelle has worked
for us in Alaska, the Pacific Northwest and Baja
California. She received a Masters degree in marine
biology at San Francisco State University; and has
also researched kelp forest fish communities in the
Channel Islands of southern California.

Jack Swenson
Naturalist/Professional
Photographer
Jack is a wildlife biologist and
photographer whose primary
interests are marine mammals
and birds. Since 1992 Jack has been part of a
National Marine Mammal Laboratory team studying
killer whales in Alaska. He has co-authored a
photo-identification guide of the killer whales of
Southeast Alaska, and also a photographic book
on Baja California. In 1988, Jack began working
with Lindblad Expeditions as a Naturalist and Photo
Expedition Leader.

Pete & Gretchen
Pederson Naturalists
Pete and Gretchen studied zoology
as undergraduates and completed
Master’s degrees in wildlife biology
at Humboldt State University in
California. Their travels with Lindblad Expeditions
have taken them from the harsh polar regions of the
Arctic and Antarctic to desert landscapes of Baja
California and verdant forests of tropical America. Pete
is particularly interested in marine mammals, while
Gretchen focuses primarily on birds and plants.
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Dr. William LopezForment Naturalist
William studied biology at the
National University of Mexico,
obtained his Master’s in ecology
and evolutionary theory at Cornell
University and finished his doctoral studies at the
National University of Mexico. He has worked on the
Biological Control of vampire bats with the Mexican
Government and currently studies wild mammals
in Mexico at the Institute of Biology at the National
University of Mexico. He is one of the most experienced
Naturalists in Baja California.

Linda Burback
Naturalist

Born in Cape Cod, Linda’s Air Force
family moved extensively throughout
the US. She earned her B.S. in
horticulture from the University of
Arizona and then worked in the commercial cactus
industry for sixteen years. In 1995 Linda began working
at Saguaro National Park; the experience of exploring,
sharing and teaching natural history led her to Lindblad
Expeditions. Linda has now diversified her interests
beyond the realm of plants and feels privileged to share
her knowledge with others.

A curious sea lion investigates our Undersea Specialist.

Carlos Navarro
Undersea Specialist

Carlos is a biochemist specializing
in marine biology as well as a
wildlife photographer. Originally from
central Mexico, Carlos has been
living on the shores of the Sea of Cortez for the past
17 years. He has participated in numerous scientific
research, conservation and environmental education
projects throughout Mexico. As a published wildlife
photographer and author of numerous scientific
and popular publications, he loves sharing his deep
passion for nature with our guests.
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Photographers with a chuckwalla lizard.• 1.800.EXPEDITION (1.800.397.3348)
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Royal tern in flight. Opposite
top: Beach barbecue complete with
s’mores; Opposite bottom: swimming
in the Sea of Cortez.
WWW.EXPEDITIONS.COM
• 1.800.EXPEDITION
(1.800.397.3348)
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NEW

Baja Escape:
Exploring The Sea Of Cortez
5 Days/4 Nights - National Geographic Sea lion & National Geographic Sea Bird
DEPARTURES: 2008 Dec. 2, 6, 10 2009 Dec. 1, 5, 9
PRICES FROM: $1,680 to $3,370 (See page 27 for complete prices.)
EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS

▶▶ Explore the underwater world of Baja IN THE COMPANY OF an Undersea Specialist.
▶▶ USE kayaks to uncover the coastal beauty of pristine islands and inlets.
▶▶ Savor a beach barbecue under a starry sky.

The Expedition Team is with you every sandy step in
Baja California.
Naturalist: Pete Pederson’s (left) expert knowledge
of marine mammals will help you interpret their
behavior.
Naturalist: Veteran wildlife biologist Gretchen
Pederson (right) will share her love of
Baja’s plant and bird life.
Undersea Specialist: Certified diver and
biochemist Carlos Navarro uses underwater video to
bring the underwater world to life.
Expedition staff varies by voyage date. Check our web
site for full bios of experts on your selected departure.

E

scape to a world teeming
with wildlife; where the cacti
are the tallest on earth, the
island beaches show no footprints
except your own, and the setting sun seems to glow orange
for hours. Led by our Expedition
Team including Naturalists and
an Undersea Specialist, this
4-night voyage in the Sea of
Cortez offers opportunities for
kayaking, searching for whales
and dolphins, hiking, Zodiac
cruises, snorkeling with reef fish
and sea lions and a special beach
barbecue under the desert skies.
Day 1: Los Angeles/La Paz/
Embark
Fly from Los Angeles to La Paz
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Sea of
Cortez

Mexico

Isla Carmen
Isla Santa Catalina
Isla San José
Isla Espíritu Santo
La Paz

Kayaking in the Sea of Cortez.

and embark National Geographic
Sea Lion or Sea Bird in the heart
of old La Paz. (D)
Day 2: Islas Los Islotes and
Espíritu Santo
At Isla Los Islotes, experience the
delight of snorkeling with curious

sea lions — one of life’s great
pleasures. With a deeply indented
shoreline and dramatically eroded
cliff faces, Isla Espíritu Santo is
perhaps the most beautiful island
in the Sea of Cortez. Spend a
leisurely afternoon here, perfect for
snorkeling, kayaking or relaxing on
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Photos left to right: photographer and giant barrel cactus; sea lion swimming underwater; short-beaked common dolphins.

deck. In the evening, head ashore
for a beach barbecue under the
desert sky. (B,L,D)
Day 3: Isla Santa Catalina
This morning search the waters
south of Isla Carmen, an area
that is one of the best for finding
whales, and often bottlenose and
common dolphins. In the afternoon
we’ll visit Isla Santa Catalina,
famous for its giant barrel cactus
and cardon forest. The protected
bay of our anchorage is also an
excellent site for snorkeling. With
a full afternoon here, there is time

for swimming, snorkeling, hiking
and kayaking. (B,L,D)
Day 4: Exploring the Sea of
Cortez
We let nature be our guide during
our last full day in the Sea of
Cortez and travel on a flexible
itinerar y. There are numerous
islands to explore in the Bahía
Loreto Marine Reser ve, and it is
also a rich area for whales and
dolphins. We may spend part of
the morning searching for marine
life, and then anchor at an island
such as Carmen, where there is

a mountainous shoreline to
explore by kayak, arroyos that
beckon us to explore inland,
and bays of turquoise waters for
snorkeling. (B,L,D)
Day 5: La Paz/Disembark/
Los Angeles
This morning disembark at
La Paz and transfer to the airport
for the flight to Los Angeles. (B)
Explore more on the web at
www.expeditions.com/GETAWAYS
and select this itinerary.

Santa Catalina Island.
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Baja California: A Remarkable Journey
A Photo Expedition
15 Days/14 Nights - National Geographic Sea Bird & National Geographic Sea Lion
DEPARTURE: 2009 Mar. 28
PRICES FROM: $6,290 to $10,810 (See page 27 for complete prices.)
Departure features a complimentary one-way charter flight between Los Angeles and La Paz, Mexico.
EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS

▶▶ Travel with AND LEARN FROm National Geographic Photographers.
▶▶ Experience UNFORGETTABLE close encounters with gray whales.
▶▶ Snorkel with schools of reef fish and playful sea lions.
Isla Angel
de la Guarda

Your Expedition Team will make sure you
capture the best of Baja.
Laguna
San Ignacio
Pacific Ocean

Expedition staff varies by voyage date. Check our web site for full
bios of experts on your selected departure.

F

ew are more adept at capturing the essence of Baja
than National Geographic
Photographers. Learn from their
years of experience on this flexible,
photography-inspired itinerary. Ready
your cameras aboard nimble Zodiacs
and kayaks as we linger with gray
whales and dolphins, or set up the
perfect shot on a journey to uninhabited islands and cactus forests.
Day 1: Los Angeles/La Paz/
San Carlos/Embark

Arrive in La Paz from Los Angeles
on our privately chartered aircraft.
Drive to San Carlos and embark. (D)
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Day 2: Bahía Magdalena

Explore the mangroves and sand
dunes of Bahía Magdalena, then
head to Laguna San Ignacio. (B,L,D)
Days 3-4: Laguna San Ignacio

Observe gray whales and their
calves from our ship’s deck and at
water level in our Zodiacs. (B,L,D)
Day 5: At Sea

Along the southern Pacific coast
of the peninsula, we’ll search for
a variety of marine life including
blue whales. (B,L,D)
Days 6-14: Islands of the Sea of
Cortez

Sea of
Cortez
Isla Santa Catalina

San Carlos
Bahía Magdalena

NATURALIST: William Lopez-Forment (left), a native
of Mexico, has published more than 42 scientific
papers and a book on mammals of Mexican Islands.
National Geographic Photographer: One of
the world’s leading whale photographers, Flip Nicklin,
will share tricks of the trade.

Isla Rasa
Isla San Pedro Martir

alifornia

aC

NATURALIST: Former medical doctor and whitewater guide
Karen Copeland will share her passion for geology and ornithology.

Baj

EXPEDITION LEADER: Jack Swenson (right) is a
biologist and professional photographer who has
co-authored a photographic book on Baja California.

Mexico

La Paz

Isla Espíritu Santo

Los Cabos

Gorda Banks

Spend the next days exploring the
islands of the Sea of Cortez
and the remote bays of the Baja
peninsula. Activities include swimming, snorkeling, kayaking, Zodiac
cruises and Naturalist-guided
hikes ashore. Islands we might
visit include Espíritu Santo, Los
Islotes, San José, Santa Catalina,
Carmen, San Marcos, San Pedro
Martir, San Estéban and Rasa.
Along the way we could see sperm,
fin and blue whales. (B,L,D)
Day 15: La Paz/Disembark/
Los Angeles

After breakfast on board and
a short visit of La Paz, we’ll
transfer to the airport for our
flight to Los Angeles. (B)
Explore more on the web at
www.expeditions.com/baja
and select this itinerary.

Journeys in the Sea of Cortez

Ba

8 Days/7 Nights – National Geographic Sea Bird &
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National Geographic Sea Lion
DEPARTURES: 2008 Dec. 14 Holiday Dec. 21, 27, 28 2009 Dec. 12, 13 Holiday Dec. 19, 20, 26, 27
PRICES FROM: 2008 $2,930 to $5,380 Holiday $3,560 to $6,240 2009 $3,180 to $5,560 Holiday $3,740 to $6,550 (See page 27 for complete prices.)
EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS

▶▶ Spend the holidays with loved ones in the most inspiring of settings.
▶▶ Kayak, snorkel and swim in the pristine waters of the Sea of Cortez.
▶▶ Walk among a “forest” of giant cactuses on Isla Santa Catalina.

Our expert Expedition Team will make the Sea of Cortez
come alive.

OCEANOGRAPHER: Doctor of Ocean
ography Tracy Baynes (right) will share her research
and expertise on the reef and sea life of Baja
California.
Expedition staff varies by voyage date. Check our web
site for full bios of experts on your selected departure.

W

hat a great privilege
it is to spend the
holiday season in a
place so rich with wildlife it is
often referred to as “Mexico’s
Galápagos.” In true expedition
style, experience the luxury
of a flexible itinerary.
Kayak, snorkel, bird
Sp
in
y-t
ai
le

watch, and take in the stunning
landscapes.
Day 1: U.S./Los Cabos or La Paz,
Mexico/Embark la paz

Transfer from Los Cabos Airport
or La Paz Airport to the ship
at La Paz and embark. (D)
Days 2-7: Exploring the Sea
of Cortez
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Throughout your voyage you will have
a choice of activities — from Zodiac
cruising and snorkeling to kayaking and hiking. Track whales and
bottlenose dolphin at Isla Danzante.
Explore Isla Santa Catalina with its
giant cactuses and extraordinary
bird and marine life. Kayak and
swim the waters off Bahía San

Pacific Ocean

alifornia
aC
Baj

UNDERSEA SPECIALIST: A native of Mexico,
Naturalist and certified diver Alberto Montaudon
(left) will provide fascinating views of life below the
waterline.

Mexico

Sea of
Cortez

Isla Carmen
Isla Santa Catalina
Isla San José
Isla Espíritu Santo
La Paz
Los Cabos Airport

Basilio. Visit nesting seabirds on
the island of Ildefonso. Spend time
searching for whales, dolphins, sea
lions and other wildlife amid the rich
waters of the Sea of Cortez.
At Isla San José, take a
Zodiac cruise through the island’s
lush mangrove channels and
discover nearby middens (ancient
shell mounds) — evidence of
the region’s Indian history. Islas
Partida and Espíritu Santo,
with their dramatic cliff-lined
coasts, are considered two
of the most beautiful islands
in the Sea of Cortez. Swim,
snorkel, hike, kayak and join
a beach barbecue. (B,L,D)
Day 8: La Paz/Disembark/Home

Fly from either La Paz or Los
Cabos back to the U.S. (B)
Explore more on the web at
www.expeditions.com/baja
and select this itinerary.
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Top: Cactus flower; bottom: bow riding dolphins. Opposite: Gray whale.
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Baja California: Among the Great Whales
8 Days/7 Nights - National Geographic Sea Bird & National Geographic Sea Lion
DEPARTURES: 2009 Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31; Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28; Mar. 7, 14, 21 (Note: Some departures travel in reverse from La Paz to San Carlos, making all the same stops.)
PRICES FROM: $4,620 to $7,560 (See page 27 for complete prices.)
All departures feature a complimentary round-trip charter flight between Los Angeles and La Paz, Mexico.
Voyage in green features $500 off the listed rates.
EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS

▶▶ Get an UP-CLOSE view of gigantic gray whales.
▶▶ Swim, snorkel and kayak in the azure waters of the Sea of Cortez.
▶▶ Experience the pristine beauty and abundant wildlife of Baja CALIFORNIA.

Search for whales and abundant wildlife with a passionate
Expedition Team.

United states

Expedition Leader: Sue Perin’s (left) expertise in
wildlife management and passion for teaching brings
the wonders of Baja to life.

Mexico

UNDERSEA SPECIALIST: A biochemist by training,
Carlos J. Navarro (right), a native of Mexico, shares the
wonders of the Sea of Cortez, his home for 17 years.

alifornia
aC
Baj

Naturalist: Marine biologist Mike Greenfelder
travels the world chasing his three loves: marine
critters, photography, and birds.

Sea of
Cortez

Pacific Ocean

Isla Santa Catalina
San Carlos
Bahía
Magdalena

Expedition staff varies by voyage date. Check our web
site for full bios of experts on your selected departure.

Isla San José
Isla Espíritu Santo
La Paz

Los Cabos

Gorda Banks

S

eeing gray whales in their
natural habitat is one of
the great delights of this
voyage. In Bahia Magdalena,
venture out in Zodiacs among
these magnificent creatures. In the
Sea of Cortez, whales, dolphins,
sea lions, blue-footed boobies,
huge cardon cacti, mangroves
and sand dunes are among the
wonders you’ll encounter.
Day 1: Los Angeles/La Paz/
San Carlos/Embark

There’s magic when one encounters a friendly gray whale. It’s a rare privilege that lingers in
your memory long after you return home.
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Depart Los Angeles on a privately
chartered aircraft for the flight to
La Paz. Upon arrival, transfer to
San Carlos, where we embark. (D)

Ba

ja

Cal

iforn
ia

Photos left to right: giant barrel catus; kayaking in the mirror-like Sea of Cortez; bottlenose dolphins often ride in our ship’s bow wave.

Days 2-4: Bahía Magdalena

Navigate through an immense
system of protected coves and
channels, surrounded by a fringe
of mangrove channels at one
edge of a vast, windswept plain.
Each winter, during their long
migration, gray whales travel
south from their Arctic feeding
grounds to breed and raise their
calves in these sheltered waters.
Observe migrating whales from
the ship and up close from our
Zodiacs. Discover dense mangroves by kayak and watch for
magnificent frigatebirds, pelicans,
cormorants, terns, great blue
herons, ibis and willets. (B,L,D)
Day 5: Los Cabos and Gorda
Banks

This morning cruise past Friars
Rocks at Land’s End. For those
who wish, we will arrange a
visit to the historic town center
of San José del Cabo. The
afternoon is spent at the Gorda
Banks seamount, a gathering
place for whales, especially
humpbacks, as well as dolphins
and other sea life. (B,L,D)
Day 6: Islas Los Islotes
and Espíritu Santo

At Los Islotes, don flippers, a mask
and snorkel (which we’ll gladly
provide) and swim with curious
sea lions. We have a leisurely

Humpback whale fluke, Loreto Bay.

afternoon to swim, kayak or hike
at Espíritu Santo. Brown pelicans,
gulls and boobies are all part
of the landscape. Finish the day
with a relaxing beach barbecue
complete with a campfire and a
star-filled sky. (B,L,D)

as Isla San José or Isla Santa
Catalina to walk among huge cacti
and observe the diverse bird life.
Swim or snorkel with king angelfish, butterflyfish, damselfish and
the beautiful parrotfish. (B,L,D)
Day 8: La Paz/Disembark/

Day 7: Exploring the Sea of

Los Angeles

Cortez

Disembark after breakfast in
La Paz and drive to the
airport for our charter flight
to Los Angeles. (B)

With the luxury of no specific
plan, search for whales among
the islands of the southern Sea
of Cortez, an area that has proven
to be one of the best for finding
blue whales, and often common
and bottlenose dolphins. Explore
the many uninhabited islands such

Explore more on the web at
www.expeditions.com/baja
and select this itinerary.
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From our 62-guest expedition ships, National Geographic Sea Lion and National Geographic Sea Bird, you are able to board
Zodiacs to make landfall in remote coves and learn about the wonders of Baja California from expert Naturalists in a most engaging manner.

WWW.EXPEDITIONS.COM • 1.800.EXPEDITION (1.800.397.3348)
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National Geographic Sea Bird &
National Geographic Sea Lion
Capacity: 62 guests in 31 outside
cabins. Registry: United States.
Overall length: 152 feet.
Public Areas: Our twin sister ships
feature a Library; Lounge with full-service
bar and facilities for films, slide shows
and presentations; Observation Deck;
partially covered Sun Deck with chairs
and tables, and LEXspa. Our “Open
Bridge” provides guests an opportunity to
meet our Officers and Captain and learn
about navigation.
Meals: Served in single seatings with
unassigned tables for an informal
atmosphere and easy mingling. Breakfast
is a wide selection buffet and lunch
is often served family style. Menu
emphasizes local flair.
Cabins: All face outside with windows, private facilities and climate controls.
Expedition Equipment: Bow camera, hydrophone, kayaks, snorkeling gear, Splash-Cam,
underwater video camera, video microscope, wet suits in Baja and Zodiac landing craft.
Special Features: Guest internet access and Global Market. A Video Chronicler on board all
voyages. A ship’s doctor and an Undersea Specialist are on board in Baja.

SUN DECK
LEXspa

105

103

101

CPTN.

106

104

102

100

BRIDGE

Wellness: The vessel is staffed by a Wellness Specialist and features exercise equipment,
LEXspa and outdoor stretching area.

GYM EQUIPMENT

BRIDGE DECK
219
216

217
214

215 211
212 210

209 207 205 203 201
208 206 204 202 200

OBSERVATION
DECK

UPPER DECK
305 303 301
DINING ROOM

LOUNGE

304 302 300

MAIN DECK
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BAR

Category 1: Main Deck #300-305 — Conveniently positioned between the dining

room & lounge, these cabins feature two single lower beds, a writing desk and a large
view window.
Category 2: Bridge Deck #100-104; Upper Deck #200-212, 215 — These welllocated cabins include two lower single beds & a view window.
Category 3: Bridge Deck #105, 106; Upper Deck #214, 216, 217, 219 — These
cabins feature a seating unit with table and two large view windows. Upper Deck
cabins include two lower single beds which can convert to a double bed and a pull-out
single bed for a third person; Bridge Deck
cabins include two lower single beds only.
Note: Sole Occupancy cabins are
available in Categories 1 and 2 only.
Third person rates are available in
certain categories at one half the double
occupancy rate.
Shared Accommodations: Shares can
be arranged at the double occupancy rate
in Categories 1 and 2 only.

Cocktail hour recaps are informative and
always social; our ships’ decks are the ideal
viewing platform; the sun deck is a great
place to appreciate the passing scenery; the
dining room with its wide-eyed windows and
unassigned seating makes for easy mingling.

Itinerary
Baja Escape: Exploring the
Sea of Cortez

PAGE

year

Cat. 1

Cat. 2

Cat. 3

Cat. 1
Solo

Cat. 2
Solo

Advance
payment

2008

$1,680

$1,990

$2,390

$2,100

$2,490

$250

2009

$1,990

$2,290

$2,690

$2,910

$3,370

$250
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Baja California: A Remarkable
Journey
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Journeys in the Sea of Cortez
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Journeys in the Sea of Cortez
(Holiday)

19

Baja: Among the Great Whales
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2009

$6,290

$7,210

$8,390

$9,430

$10,810

$600

2008

$2,930

$3,590

$4,440

$4,390

$5,380

$350

2009

$3,180

$3,710

$4,450

$4,770

$5,560

$350

2008

$3,560

$4,160

$4,980

$5,340

$6,240

$350

2009

$3,740

$4,370

$5,230

$5,610

$6,550

$350

2009

$4,620

$5,160

$5,820

$6,920

$7,560

$450

OFFERS & AIRFARE

Sample Airfare: Round-trip Los Angeles/La
Paz: Economy from $500; Business from
$1,050
Charter flight from Los Angeles to La Paz
included. Return flight from La Paz to Los
Angeles is not included. Sample Airfare:
La Paz/Los Angeles: Economy from $270
Sample Airfare: Round-trip Los Angeles/
Los Cabos: Economy from $410;
Business from $995
Sample Airfare: Round-trip Los Angeles/
Los Cabos: Economy from $410;
Business from $995
Special charter flight from Los Angeles
to La Paz and return included. Some
departures travel in reverse from La Paz to
San Carlos, making all the same stops.
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Take advantage of our special offers:
COMPLIMENTARY AIRFARE:
Complimentary economy group airfare is offered on select
Lindblad departures. Please see bold, blue text on itinerary pages for details. (Complimentary airfare is based on
economy group flights and must be ticketed by Lindblad
Expeditions.)
BRINGING A GROUP:
For your party of eight people or more, you will each receive
5% off the cost of your expedition. A deposit of 10% of the
trip cost is required at the time of reservation, and an additional 25% is required 120 days in advance. Final payment is
due 90 days in advance. (Excludes extension and airfare.)
Note: If taking advantage of this discount, a variation of the cancellation
policy will apply. Please ask upon making your reservation.

BRINGING THE KIDS:
We believe sharing an expedition with your kids or grandkids
is a life-enhancing experience. So, take $500 off the double
occupancy rate for each person under 18.
$250 EARLY-BOOKING INCENTIVE: We are pleased to offer
an early-booking savings incentive. Reserve your place nine
months (275 days or more) prior to the departure date of
your selected expedition and receive a $250 per person
early-booking reduction.
THE FLEXIBLE TRAVELER PLAN*
You can save $500 on the cost of “Among the Great Whales”
expeditions — simply by choosing the month in which you’d

like to travel, but remaining flexible about the departure date.
First, make your reservation by selecting the month you wish
to travel and choose your cabin category. Then, if space is
available, one month prior to your selected travel month, we
will inform you of your specific departure date.
*NOTE: Availability may be limited for the Flexible Traveler Plan. To reserve
your place, an advance payment for the program as outlined is required at
the time of reservation. If, for any reason, we are unable to provide you with
a departure date or the cabin category of your choice, you will receive a full
refund plus a travel certificate worth $250 per person to be used on any
Lindblad Expeditions voyage. If we offer you a departure date and you decline
to take it, you will forfeit your advance payment. Final payment is due seven
days after you are confirmed on a departure.

BACK-TO-BACK SAVINGS:
Save 10% on any consecutive journeys taken aboard one of
our expedition ships. (Excludes extensions and airfares.)
OUR POLICY ON COMBINING OFFERS: If the expedition that
interests you provides more than one savings opportunity
(e.g. it is eligible for Flexible Traveler and Kids savings), we
won’t make you choose between them — you may combine
up to 2 offers from any of the applicable savings offers.
VALUE-VOUCHER POLICY:
In the event that we discount a departure for which you are
booked, we will extend you the courtesy of a matching discount.
You’ll receive a certificate representing the value of the promotional discount, which can be applied to any future Lindblad
Expeditions voyage. It is transferable at your discretion.

>Did you know that all of our ships with
capacities of 48 - 148 guests can be
used on a private charter basis?
Our ships are ideally suited for celebrating special occasions such as
family reunion events, milestone birthdays and anniversaries as well as
hosting corporate retreats and high school and college class reunions.
For more information, please call Karen Kuttner at 800-783-6656 ext. 1030
or e-mail at karenk@expeditions.com.
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Reservation Information
Costs Include: All accommodations aboard
ships or in hotels per itinerary or similar, all
meals and nonalcoholic beverages aboard
ship, meals on land as indicated, air transportation where indicated as included, shore
excursions, sightseeing and entrance fees,
special access permits, transfers to and from
group flights, use of snorkeling equipment and
wet suits, use of kayaks, tips, taxes and service
charges, services of a ship physician, and
services of our expedition staff.

Responsibility and Other Terms & Conditions:
Certain other provisions concerning,
among other things, limitations of Lindblad
Expeditions’ and the National Geographic
Society’s liability for loss of property, injury,
illness or death during the voyage will be
provided to all guests on the ship’s ticket sent
prior to departure, and are also available on
our web site at www.expeditions.com/terms,
or upon request. By registering for a trip, the
guest agrees to all such terms and conditions.

Not Included: Air transportation (except where
shown as included), extensions, passport, visa,
immigration fees, meals not indicated, baggage/accident/travel protection plan, items of
a personal nature, such as alcoholic beverages,
e-mail, laundry.

Note: Itineraries and prices listed in this
brochure are as of publication date, and are
subject to change. The company reserves the
right to impose surcharges based on increases
in the company’s actual cost of fuel.

Airfare: For all programs, airfare is an
additional cost unless otherwise indicated.
Sample airfares are subject to change. We will
gladly assist in making your air arrangements.
There will be a $50 per person service fee if
you elect for Lindblad Expeditions to handle
your air arrangements.
Note: Complete pre-journey information,
including suggestions on what to bring and
recommended reading, will be sent prior to
departure.
TERMS & CONDITIONS
Reservations: To reserve your place, an
advance payment for the program as outlined
is required at the time of reservation and is
payable by Visa, MasterCard, American Express,
Discover or check. The per person amount due
is noted on page 27 within this brochure.
Final Payment: For expeditions of eight nights
or less, final payment is due 60 days prior to
departure. For expeditions of nine nights or
more, final payment is due 90 days prior to
departure.
Travel Protection Plan: Travel protection and
medical insurance are available at extra cost.
Ask about our comprehensive guest travel
protection plan for a worry-free expedition.
Smoking Policy: Smoking is allowed only in
designated outdoor areas.

Selected Honors and Awards
> 2007 Tourism for Tomorrow “Global Tourism
Business Award”
> 2007 Seafood Champion Award
> 2006 Newly discovered endemic species of
moth Undulambia lindbladi named in honor
of Sven Lindblad’s dedication to Galápagos
conservation
> 1997-2002, 2005-2008 Condé Nast Traveler
“Gold List”
> 1996-2006 Condé Nast Traveler Readers’
Choice Award
> 2000-2006, 2008 Travel + Leisure “World’s
Best” Award-Tour Operator & Small-Ship
Cruise Line
> 2002 Condé Nast Traveler Ecotourism Award
> 2001 United Nations Environment
Programme Global 500 Award, conferred
upon Sven-Olof Lindblad

CANCELLATION POLICY
For Expeditions 8 Nights or Less
Number of Days Prior
to Expedition Start
90 or more days
89–60 days
59–30 days
29–0 days

Per Person
Cancellation Fee
$150*
Advance payment cost
50% of trip cost
No refund

For Expeditions 9 Nights or More
Number of Days Prior Per Person
to Expedition Start
Cancellation Fee
120 or more days
$150*
119–90 days
Advance payment cost
89–60 days
25% of trip cost
59–30 days
50% of trip cost
29–0 days
No refund
This policy applies to expeditions. We strongly
recommend that you purchase a travel
protection plan. Cancellation policy may differ
for extensions. Please call for details.
*You will be issued a $150 Lindblad Expeditions
Travel Certificate.
Note: A variation of this policy applies to a party
of eight people or more. Ask for details.

We are proud to be a Founding
Member of Adventure Collection
— a family of the world’s most trusted and experienced active travel companies. Each member
company of Adventure Collection is dedicated to
enriching the lives of its guests and to giving back
to the areas in which it travels. For more information visit www.AdventureCollection.com.
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Lindblad Expeditions, as
an Active Member of the
United States Tour Operators
Association (“USTOA”), is required to post $1
Million with USTOA to be used to reimburse, in
accordance with the terms and conditions of the
USTOA Travelers Assistance Program, the advance
payments of Lindblad Expeditions customers in the
unlikely event of Lindblad Expeditions bankruptcy,
insolvency or cessation of business. Complete
details of the USTOA Travelers Assistance Program
may be obtained by writing to USTOA at 275
Madison Avenue, Suite 2014, NY, NY 10016, or
by e-mail to information@ustoa.com or by visiting
their website at www.USTOA.com.
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For reservations, contact your travel
agent.
96 Morton Street
New York, NY 10014
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WWW.EXPEDITIONS.COM • 1.800.EXPEDITION
(1.800.397.3348)
Common dolphins
are often sighted, sometimes in pods by the hundreds or even thousands.

