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Remember, without a travel agent you are on your own!

Have The Cruise Lines Gone too far?

Have the cruise lines
gone too far by cancelling their
Mexican ports of call until mid-

June?

In my judgment, the answer is,
“YES!”

However, before coming down
too hard on them we might want
remember they were reacting to
dire health warnings by various
world health organizations and
the pressure they were feeling
from booked guests whose
paranoia was being feed by the
constant flow of fear coming from
news outlets.

So before coming down too hard
on the cruise lines you may want
to save a few darts for the CDC
(Center for Disease Control) and
the WHO (World Health
Organization) for issuing their
inflammatory health advisories
before getting their facts.

Instead of waiting until they
actually knew something and then
issuing appropriate common
sense announcements and fact
driven warnings they made dire
prophetic warnings that were
apocalyptic in nature.

When you take these apocalyptic
warnings from CDC and WHO
and hand them to an over-
zealous press you have a formula
for panic. It was as if all the
news outlets, and | mean all of
them, joined forces to create a

promotional campaign that
pounded us 24/7 with the
impending doom we faced from
the dreaded “Swine FLU.”

| found myself looking out the
window expecting to see people
lying dead in the streets.

Now, after a multitude of closed
schools, cancelled vacations,
lost revenue or ruined vacations
not to mention emotional distress
their collective response is,
“Oops, it's not as bad as we
thought”

| thought there was some sort of
rule about yelling “Fire” in a
crowded theater.

Well, what about creating panic
in our very crowded world?

OUR 2010 7 NIGHT VALENTINE CRUISE WILL SET SAIL FEBRUARY 6, 2010. .. DON’T MISS THE

BoaT!

Susan and | will be taking our
annual December cruise this
February and have dubbed it our
Anniversary/Valentine Cruise
since we will be celebrating our
43" wedding anniversary.

| know, our anniversary is Dec
23 and that Valentine’s Day is
after the cruise is completed but
that’s the genius of the thing. By
having it the week before
Valentine’s Day we get the very
best prices available and by
announcing it now we give
everyone who wants to join us
plenty of time to get booked and
paid before the payment
deadline of November 22, 2009.

For this cruise we have selected
Holland America’s signature
class and newest ship, the

Eurodam.

We will be sailing round trip out
of Ft. Lauderdale, Florida and
visiting Grand Turk, San Juan,
Puerto Rico, St. Thomas and
Half Moon Cay in the Bahamas.

In addition to some great prices
we have arranged for each cabin
booked to come with $100 ship
board credit to be used any way
you choose aboard ship.

Right now | have seven cabins
remaining and these are spread
across several categories from
Inside to suite accommodations.

Availability & Prices:
SS Suite -- $1599* per person

Verandah (Balcony) Cabins:

V-3 $1239* per person
VA-3  $1239* per person
VB-3  $1179* per person
VB-4  $1119* per person
VC-4 $1059* per person
VD-4 $999* per person
Ocean View Cabin -- D-4
$859* per person

Inside Cabin --J-4  $719* per
person

Call me today at (713) 385-0080
or e-mail me at
David@texasdata.net and let’s
see what we can do to get you
on this cruise. Susan and |
would love to have you join us.

*prices do not include port
fees/taxes or gratuities.
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Welcome to the next generation of Freestyle Cruising: Norwegian Epic

The Norwegian Epic truly is the next generation of Freestyle
Cruising. And the cruise industry will never be the same. Guests will
enjoy unparalleled entertainment, unlike anything else on water.
This ship’s unrivaled accommodations and an unprecedented array
of dining options will satisfy any palate. It must be seen to be
believed and it must be experienced to be appreciated. We
welcome you to the world of Norwegian Epic

When you’re Freestyle Cruising® aboard Norwegian Epic, your
schedule is the only schedule we insist you keep. And boredom is
the only option we refuse to offer.

For starters, there’s the amazing new Ice Bar, literally one of the
coolest places in the world. There are chic private clubs, as well as
a traditional supper club, NCL'’s famous White Hot Party and so
much more. During the day, there’s our huge Aqua Park, Sports
Complex, squash court, rock-climbing wall, fithess center, world-
class spa, two 3-lane bowling alleys and our two-story Wii™.

And in between, there are 14 delicious on-board restaurants to enjoy.

The introduction of Freestyle Cruising changed everything. By banning
set schedules and predetermined dinner times, not to mention formal
dress codes, complicated disembarkations and rigid accommodations,
NCL completely revolutionized the cruise industry. Now we’re about to
do it again.

Our only request is that you please do exactly what you want to do
whenever you want to do it!

You Can Now Book Some of the Major Cruise Lines Directly from Our Texas

Cruise and Travel Website

We are happy to announce that you
can now book some of the World’s

“Relax in the leading cruise Lines directly from

our Texas Cruise and Travel
Canyon Ranch

website.
SpaClub . . .
ttend lavish For some time we have had the
atienda iavis, capability of booking Royal
Royal Nights Caribbean and Celebrity Cruises
ba//s, and from our website. Now we have
. . added the Funships of Carnival
/ndu/ge /nour Cruise Line.
traditional
By partnering with these three
Afternoon Tea cruise lines we are able to provide
in the Queens you with the opportunity to search
” their cruise inventory and book
Room.

online the cruise of your choice. The

CUNARD

Believe it or not, Sydney is a great place from
which to explore the amazing Aussie Outback!
Just a short drive from Sydney, you'll discover
the rugged wilderness of the Blue Mountains,
chock full of stunning scenery and Australian

Spectacular Sydney. Sensational deal.

real advantage of this is that you And what will all this cost you . . .

can find and book your own cruise Absolutely nothing! You'll get the best
without worrying about getting it price the cruise line has to offer and at
wrong. no extra cost the availability of our

expertise and resources.
When you use our link to book any

of these cruise lines Texas Cruise

and Travel will be there to answer ;ﬁ'&w M Carnival.
Book A Cruise Now!

your questions and in the event you carnival.com

make a mistake we will be there to
help correct it. If you like, we will
even “hold your hand” as you go

through the booking process.

It is a way you can do your own
thing knowing that if you make a
mistake you have your own cruise
professional to fall back on.

See the Blue Mountains from Sydney s

Bay and some of Australia's best beaches at Coff's
Harbour. This and other Qantas deals are valid for
travel May 6 — June 9 & July 20 - August 31 2009

SYDNEY

from

$999

Airfare & Hotel Package
7 Days in Sydney

wildlife, including our famous kangaroos. Stay

longer in Sydney with Qantas Vacations and The Package includes: Roundtrip airfare to Sydney, 6
explore more of Australia's amazing scenery; nights Hotel Accommodation, Choice of Admission to
just a few hours away you'll find the wineries of Sydney Aquarium or Sydney Harbor Cruise on
the Hunter Valley, the artsy hideaway of Byron CaptainCook Cruises. Add extra nights from only

$70 per person!


http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102579893937&s=96983&e=0017cpCHqW7Oduin3lAWkVFBJJ5sQALTb2YOPuz0TOtg0lDpVQ0POv-RPG2H5FaLd3KsZH8lHT0SLA57AMChZi2dRBmaz0uCY9_1JvPNQ5WSbZRRfkkGR55U_WGH9On0lCF9ZJU2yBExKHD3nI2QAg6fpRhD_i7xwFO_V7Y0-rwHbcUSRFNP7W_zjXrPsKzHIcb8PIIH2f7OHJnx1D1q6Fzwog5HOgNr27vATruKz1_p3bZJOlgLOfW3UYTJONZXV41H6z5q9LK_A5sKfJWkzL15ZRRIKtQP_kv
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102579893937&s=96983&e=0017cpCHqW7Oduin3lAWkVFBJJ5sQALTb2YOPuz0TOtg0lDpVQ0POv-RPG2H5FaLd3KsZH8lHT0SLA57AMChZi2dRBmaz0uCY9_1JvPNQ5WSbZRRfkkGR55U_WGH9On0lCF9ZJU2yBExKHD3nI2QAg6fpRhD_i7xwFO_V7Y0-rwHbcUSRFNP7W_zjXrPsKzHIcb8PIIH2f7OHJnx1D1q6Fzwog5HOgNr27vATruKz1_p3bZJOlgLOfW3UYTJONZXV41H6z5q9LK_A5sKfJWkzL15ZRRIKtQP_kv
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102579893937&s=96983&e=0017cpCHqW7Oduin3lAWkVFBJJ5sQALTb2YOPuz0TOtg0lDpVQ0POv-RPG2H5FaLd3KsZH8lHT0SLA57AMChZi2dRBmaz0uCY9_1JvPNQ5WSbZRRfkkGR55U_WGH9On0lCF9ZJU2yBExKHD3nI2QAg6fpRhD_i7xwFO_V7Y0-rwHbcUSRFNP7W_zjXrPsKzHIcb8PIIH2f7OHJnx1D1q6Fzwog5HOgNr27vATruKz1_p3bZJOlgLOfW3UYTJONZXV41H6z5q9LK_A5sKfJWkzL15ZRRIKtQP_kv
http://www.epic.ncl.com/the-ship/freestyle-cruising/
http://www.epic.ncl.com/the-ship/freestyle-cruising/
http://www.epic.ncl.com/the-ship/freestyle-cruising/
http://www.epic.ncl.com/the-experience/entertainment/
http://www.epic.ncl.com/the-experience/accommodations/
http://www.epic.ncl.com/the-experience/dining/
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TRAVEL PROS PICK THE TOP IN EACH CLASS

If you haven't taken a cruise in 30 years, you're
in for a big surprise. Gone are the days of blue-
haired grandmas crowding the bingo hall and
creaky-hipped grandfathers struggling to stay
upright on a shuffleboard court. These days,
every cruise line worth its sea salt features fine
dining, Las Vegas-style stage shows and wet-
and-wild theme park thrills. If your idea of great
cruising is an all-you-can-eat buffet and a
dessert bar that stretches from bow to stern,
you may be disappointed by the industry's latest
developments.

More than ever, choosing the right cruise line—
and sometimes even a specific ship—depends as
much upon your budget as your expectations.
And these days, cruising may be exceptionally
kind to your budget: The capsized economy has
produced bargains for even the highest-end
cruises, especially if you sign up at the last
minute. How, then, to pick the right one?

Knowing that one size does not fit all, the
editors of Forbes Traveler convened a panel of
cruise experts and asked them to identify the
best cruises in 12 different categories. Panelists
were pulled from travel agencies, publications
and websites that review cruises and from
within the cruise industry itself. Some of their
answers may surprise you.

Best Ports of Call: Where to go is typically the
first question cruisers ask themselves, so it's no
surprise that Best Ports of Call drew the most
"beauty is in the eye of the beholder" responses
from our panelists. One passenger's exotic
Caribbean seaside town is another's
overcrowded tourist trap. But overall, Oceania
Cruises offer the most intensive look at some of

the world's greatest cities—with most sailings
including an overnight or two in port.
Oceania's customer base is well-traveled and
they do hit the best ports in any given
itinerary. They know when and where to stay
overnight.

Best Rooms: There are two schools of thought
when it comes to choosing your cabin. Some
say, “Spend as little time in your room as
possible.” There are excursions to be enjoyed
(or, lounge chairs to be sat upon). On the
other hand, being comfortable during your
"off hours" means more rest and relaxation—
and a better overall cruise experience. Either
way the Best Rooms are found aboard Regent
Seven Seas ships. Their all-suite staterooms
feature residential-style décor, flat-panel
televisions, large living areas for entertaining
and in-room dining and, they average 350
square feet.

Best Excursions: Even on the best cruise, you
should get off the boat at least once. Every
cruise company is eager to arrange shore
excursions that range from simple shopping
trips in nearby towns to heart-pounding
helicopter tours. When it comes to offering
the Best Excursions Crystal Cruises leaves its
competitors in the dust. Before and during the
cruise, Crystal's agents can arrange trips for
passengers of every persuasion—from
sedentary voyagers who want simple walking
tours to more adventurous travelers who may
want to "overnight on a glacier" or go
"windsurfing in Turkey."

Best Adventure Cruises: Indeed, adventure
cruises are gaining in popularity, and may

CELEBRITY SOLSTICE TO SAIL CARIBBEAN YEAR-ROUND

Celebrity Cruises has announced that the
122,000-ton, 2,850-passenger Celebrity
Solstice, which sailed her maiden season
of Caribbean sailings before repositioning
to Europe, will move to year-round
Caribbean service in 2010. Celebrity
Solstice will sail alternating seven-night
Eastern and Western Caribbean cruises
roundtrip from Ft. Lauderdale. This is
good news to all of us who participated in
her inaugural sailing and fell in love with
this ship.

What's interesting about this change is
how this redeployment impacts the
European itineraries originally scheduled
for Solstice next year.

Celebrity Equinox, which will debut in July,
will handle the 10- and 11-night
Mediterranean sailings from Rome in 2010
originally planned for Celebrity Solstice. A
spokeswoman for the line tells us that all
guests with pertinent bookings on Celebrity
Solstice are being contacted proactively
and offered the opportunity to transition to

like accommodations. If you were scheduled to

sail on one of these itineraries and have

guestions about the change you can call 888-

281-9343 for help.

The 12-night voyages previously announced for

Celebrity Equinox between Barcelona and

Venice in 2010 have been dropped. However,
the European voyages previously announced for

Celebrity Eclipse (which debuts in 2010) and
Celebrity Constellation will sail as planned.

Celebrity has not had a ship sailing weeklong
Caribbean cruises on a year-round basis since

2004.

range from highly technical deep-sea diving trips in the
Caribbean, to swimming with sharks in South Africa, to
retracing Darwin's steps in the Galapagos. According to our
panel, the Best Adventure Cruises are offered by Lindblad
Special Expeditions. This collection of small expedition ships
travels to far-and-away destinations, including Antarctica,
the Arctic, Africa and the Indian Ocean—in comfort. Like
many other cruise lines, they offer trips to the Galapagos
Islands, but theirs are conducted in cooperation with the
National Geographic Society—which drew particular praise
from Stuart MacDonald, CEO of Tripharbor.com and former
CMO of Expedia.com

Best Family Cruise: In the survey's closest race, Disney
Cruise Line actually failed to take the title for Best Family
Cruise. Instead, Royal Caribbean International squeaked
ahead of the mouse with 45 percent of the vote (compared
to Disney's 42 percent).

Royal Caribbean offers a fantastic program for families
since their ships are large and have multi-faceted venues to
entertain kids and families of all ages." She cites an
extensive Adventure Youth program for the younger set as
well as a “Just-For-Teens” Center. Other panelists describe
kid-oriented ice-skating, full-court basketball, miniature
golf, rock-climbing, movie theaters and stage shows.

Nobody can touch Royal Caribbean’s world-class and
extensive family-based product. What's more Royal
Caribbean's new Oasis of the Seas, to be launched in
December 2009, will offer the most astounding array of
family activities imaginable.

But the cruise industry is an ever-evolving business so stay
tuned for industry developments. Disney has a trick or two
up its sleeves with its two new ships, the first coming in
2010.

Incidentally the Celebrity Century will also start a
year-round program in December of alternating
four- and five-night Caribbean cruises from Miami.

Celebrity is certainly not the first cruise line to
bring ships closer to home in this tough economy.
Carnival pulled its Carnival Freedom from
previously announced 2009 summer itineraries in
the Mediterranean in order to place it year-round
in the Caribbean.

If you're tired of the same old hurry up and wait
that the two Contemporary lines offer on their
mega-resort ships and want an experience in
cruising that is a “cut above,” then let us put you
on one of these 7 night Solstice cruises.

Give us a call at (713) 385-0080 or email us at
info@texascruiseandtravel.com. We’ll be more
than happy to help you raise your cruising
experience to the next level.


mailto:info@texascruiseandtravel.com

Page 4

Cruising is for Snobbish Rich People .. .. NOT!

Based on the excuses | get from people for not taking
a cruise it appears that non-cruisers fall into one or
more of three groups. They either think of cruising as
an activity for snobbish rich folks dining each night in
gowns and tuxedos; or it involves a lot of shameless
hooking up between guests and crew members a la
the “Love Boat;” or it involves the notion of a nonstop
smorgasbord where you eat yourself into oblivion.

To help you understand cruising in the 21* century |
want to address what seem to be the most common
concerns of people who have never cruised.

Hopefully, I can help those of you who have never
been on a cruise to take that first cruise and maybe
some of you who tried it once will give it another shot.

1. Cruising is just way too expensive!

There was a time when the “upfront” price of a cruise
could be a shocker. However, that is no longer the
case. Cruise prices have never been better than they
are right now. What makes them such a great value is
that your cruise fare includes your room, meals in
most dining venues, virtually all shipboard activities
(including children's programs), and nighttime
entertainment as well as your transportation from
port to port. When you factor in all of the costs you'd
incur on a land vacation, as well as the great deals you
can currently find on cruise travel, you'll discover that
you can actually save money by booking a cruise, as
opposed to a land-based vacation.

2. Are Cruises All-Inclusive?

No. Your cruise fare includes a lot (see above), but
you'll pay extra for a whole host of amenities.
Specialty restaurants, some coffee & ice cream bars,
soft drinks & alcoholic beverages, shore excursions,
spa treatments, and gratuities. The luxury lines include
more, but even they are never completely all-
inclusive. (Drinks and gratuities may be included in
fares, but spa treatments and shore excursions won't
be.)

3. All cruise ships are alike!

WRONG! Cruise ships come in a variety of sizes and
personalities. You'll find a myriad of variations: There
are little ships, big ships and mammoth ships; there
are explorer-oriented ships, absolutely decadent
luxury ships, family ships, resort ships and even sailing
ships. Each ship has its own personality and ambiance
so even when they are the same class vessel they are
never the same ship. New ships are coming on line
every year.

4. Cruising is no different than going to Vegas!

Well, yes—and no. These days, cruise ships do have all
the comforts and luxuries that travelers associate with
on-land resorts, as well as much of the glitz and
glamour of destinations like Vegas. This includes
bustling casinos and lavish production shows.
However, to state the obvious, a major difference is
that you are on a ship and you are going somewhere.
You will visit a variety of ports of call and have the
opportunity to see and do things you cannot do in

Vegas. Rough seas can impact your itinerary, you must
debark and re-board the ship at specified times, and
unless you book the highest level of suites your cabin
will typically be smaller than a hotel room.

5. Cruising Just for the "Newly Wed and Nearly
Dead"?

There was a time when most of the people on a cruise
were either newly-weds retired folks. But that is not
the case anymore. Cruise ships are increasingly
targeting families, offering children's programs and
facilities that rival those on land. You'll find onboard
water parks, teen discos, video games, and a variety of
craft projects and interactive play. Singles can enjoy
the camaraderie of communal meals and organized
shore tours, special singles' meet-and-greets, and a
host of onboard activities. Hip and urban travelers will
be pleased to find gourmet dining, high-tech and
modern entertainment, and late-night action at
onboard bars and clubs.

There are fitness centers, spas and an array of active,
onboard pursuits like rock-climbing and Pilates classes.
And, cruise lines are offering plenty of three to six-
night voyages that are marketed to working folks, who
simply can't give up two weeks or more.

6. People always get sick or at least seasick on cruises!

No doubt you have read about outbreaks of norovirus
on cruise ships. Norovirus is a stomach bug that
spreads easily in contained environments, such as
hospitals and schools, as well as ships. You can stay
healthy by washing your hands often and using the
hand sanitizer lotion found in dining areas and by the
ship's gangway.

As for seasickness, most ships are so big and well-
stabilized that you can hardly tell you're moving. Radar
helps big ships outrun hurricanes and other bad-
weather patches. Sea-sickness can often be relieved by
an taking Dramamine or Bonine. If you are very prone
to seasickness, ask your doctor before you leave home
for the Transderm patch, available by prescription.
Td / NHZAAAYy3A AayQd al ¥St
Ships must follow an extraordinary number of rules
and regulations that assure passengers' and
crewmembers' safety while onboard. The Coast Guard
conducts rigorous, quarterly inspections of all ships
that operate from U.S. ports, looking to make sure they
comply with emergency-response requirements. When
it comes to fire safety, ships operate under
international rules, known as Safety of Life at Sea
(SOLAS). The rules require most ships to have smoke
detectors, sprinklers, and low-level emergency lighting
for escape routes.

Keep in mind that cruise ships are like mini-cities. You
should take the same general travel precautions you
would on land. Keep any valuables in your cabin's safe
or even better, leave them at home. Don't open your
cabin door without verifying who's there, and give
children strict rules about when they can and cannot
roam the ship without adult supervision.

8. 1 will be bored!

| could at this point say what my daughter
told me once when | didn’t want to do
something because | thought I’d be bored.
She said, “Only boring people get bored.

If you have any sense of adventure and
curiosity there is no way you will get bored on
a cruise! You may need a map to navigate
around today's big ships, and there's
something to do in nearly every corner.
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We have also heard the rumor that the
average person gains about five pounds on a
one-week cruise. It’s never happened to me
but then | am not through cruising yet. For
those watching calories, be assured there will
be low-fat and probably low-carb choices on
the menus. There will most likely be a few
healthy choices at the buffets. Some ships
actually have onboard spa cafes. And, a few
have simply done away with midnight
buffets—those longtime paeans of absolute
indulgence. After-dinner revelers can,
instead, partake in hors d'oeuvres, served in
late-night venues.

Aside from eating healthy, you can also burn
calories by working out in the ship's gym,
speed-walking or jogging around the various
decks (or ditching elevators in favor of stairs,
and mountain-biking, hiking, and kayaking in
port. Some ships have basketball courts, rock-
climbing walls, and rollerblading rinks for
more onboard athletics.
Mnd LQff 0S8 2dzi 27
On most ships, you'll get CNN or some other
cable news network on your in-room TV. A
daily news sheet may also be available,
combining wire reports with stories from
major newspapers. You can make phone calls
from the phone in your cabin though it's
expensive, and from your cell phone, as well
(roaming charges apply.) Most ships have
Internet centers and shipboard WiFi, so you
can read and send email as well as surf the
Web.




