Andiamo

ANDIAMO SICILIAN HERITAGE
7 nights /8 days
Palermo (3 nights) Leonforte/Enna (1 night) Taormina (3 nights)
Small size group: Maximum 15 clients
Style of Accommaodation: 4 star, First Class Superior Rooms
$2799 Per Person Double Occupancy
Book by February 1, 2009 for This Rate

TOUR BEGINS TOUR RETURNS
Sat May 16 Sat May 23

Sat June 6 Sat June 13

Sat June 27 Sat July 4

Sat September 5 Sat September 12
Sat September 26 Sat October 3

Sat October 17 Sat October 24

Day 1 (Saturday) Palermo

Welcome to the warm, beautiful and pleasant island of Sicily! Upon arrival at Palermo airport
(PMO) please proceed through the Passport Control and collect your luggage inside the customs
area. Outside of customs, you will find the driver waiting holding a sign with your full name.
Transfer to the hotel. This evening, after a brief introduction made by your Tour Director, enjoy
a Welcome Dinner at a local restaurant. (D)

Day 2 (Sunday) Monreale & Palermo

After breakfast, our local guide will show us where the Arab-Norman art and architecture
reached the pinnacle of its glory with the Monreale Duomo, launched in 1174 by William II.
Scenes from the Old and New Testaments are depicted in golden mosaics covering the interior.
Then to the Palatine Chapel in Palermo, which was the crowning architectural achievement of
William 1I’s grandfather, Roger Il. We then continue by seeing: Piazza Pretoria and Via
Maqueda with its “four corners” converging Palermo at a quartet of Barogue palaces left over
from the heyday of Spanish rule dating back to 1560. Then we visit the Cathedral constructed in
various architectural styles throughout the Roman, Norman, Arabic, and Islamic dominations.
This afternoon at leisure to explore the town on your own or OPTIONAL EXCURSION (BB)

Day 3 (Monday) Palermo/Erice Olive Oil Factory/Marsala Winery/Palermo

Early departure to tour western Sicily where we will reach Erice city center. The Elymians
settled the medieval town of Erice, which was an important religious site associated with the
goddess Venus. Wander through its ancient streets and visit some of the famous homemade
pastry shops—world-famous for marzipan candies and other delicacies like almond and pistachio
pastries. Then, to an olive oil factory & farmhouse to enjoy a light lunch. In the afternoon, we
travel between Trapani and Marsala on the Salt Way Road. We will tour the historic saltpan
works, where the ancient tradition of harvesting salt from the sea is still practiced. We then
continue on to Marsala and visit a local winery’s cellar and taste Sicilian wines. Later back to
Palermo. (BB L)

www.GoAndiamo.com




Andiamo

Day 4 (Tuesday) Palermo/Agrigento/Piazza Armerina/Leonforte (Enna)

Today’s drive across the vast countryside showcases Sicily’s great variety of sceneries. We soon
arrive in Agrigento whose history dates back to 580 BC. A guided tour leads us through the
Valley of the Temples, a magnificent cluster of Greek ruins overlooking the Mediterranean Sea.
This afternoon we continue to Piazza Armerina to view the ruins of the Roman Villa of Casale.
The mosaics discovered here are celebrated among scholars of antiquity. Later, we depart to
Leonforte near Enna. This region boasts a rich production of wheat, citrus fruits, and olive oil.
Tonight, we lodge at Villa Gussio, an old traditional Sicilian country hotel. The hotel is a jewel
set in the green heart of Sicily, a magic place where history and nature blend to celebrate a
spontaneous hymn to beauty. Dinner at the hotel. (BB D)

Day 5 (Wednesday) Leonforte/Syracuse/Taormina

Today we depart for Syracuse, founded by colonists from Cornith in 735 B.C. and once the most
important competitor to Athens. Our guided visit through the Archaeological Park highlights the
Greek Theatre, the Roman Amphitheatre and the Paradise Quarry. Later stroll through the streets
of Ortygia Island, the heart of the city center. Lunch at a local restaurant. Afterward, we drive
along the coast to Taormina, the world famous resort town of Sicily, known for its views and
atmosphere. (BB L)

Day 6 (Thursday) Taormina/Mount Etna & Winery/Taormina

A short drive takes us to the main visitor elevation on the slopes of Mt. Etna. Those interested in
experiencing the Etna craters will have the option to purchase cable car tickets on the spot
(weather and volcanic conditions permitting) to experience the lava fields and incredible
landscape view from Europe’s highest and most active volcano on their own. Then to a winery
and farmhouse. This estate also produces olive oil, grappa, sparkling wine and artisan food. We
indulge in a typical Sicilian light lunch at the farmhouse. This afternoon, back to Taormina and
time at leisure. Tonight we gather for a Farewell Dinner at a local restaurant. (BB L D)

Day 7 (Friday) Taormina
The day is yours to rest or explore the town on your own or OPTIONAL GOURMET
COOKING EXPERIENCE. (BB)

Day 8 (Saturday) Taormina/Catania
Time to say goodbye to Sicily as we are transferred to Catania Airport (CTA) for our return
flight. (BB)

MEAL LEGEND: BB Buffet Breakfast L Lunch D Dinner
IMPORTANT: These tour departures are guaranteed with a minimum of 2 clients. This tour

will be operated with a Driver-Guide from 2 to 5 people. From 6 to 15 clients, tour is operated
with a driver, a Tour Escort, and licensed Local Guides where necessary.
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HIGHLIGHTS:

Palermo
Monreale
Erice
Marsala
Fontanasalsa
Trapani
Agrigento
Piazza Armerina
Syracuse
Taormina
Etna

Andiamo

Sicily’s vibrant capital

Gold mosaic scenes from the Old and New Testaments
Breathtaking views and fortress

World renowned wine producing town + winery

Olive oil factory

Saltpan works

Valley of Temples & almond trees

Best Roman mosaics in Sicily

Archaeological Sicilian city

World renowned Mediterranean resort town

Highest active Volcano in Europe + winery visit and tasting

WHAT IS INCLUDED:
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Airport Transfers for services done between 8:00AM to 7:00PM
Palermo: Three nights in superior accommodation

Leonforte: One night in superior accommodation in Villa

Taormina: Three nights in superior accommodation, sea view rooms
Daily breakfast buffet

Vehicle/coach with air conditioning

English speaking Tour Director/Driver Guide as per program

Welcome Dinner with choice of 2 set group menus

Farewell Dinner with choice of 2 set group menus

Two visits to Sicilian cellars with Sicilian wine tasting

One dinner at Hotel/Villa with set menu

One lunch in Syracuse with set menu

One light lunch at olive oil factory/farmhouse with tasting of typical local dishes
One light lunch at winery/farmhouse with tasting typical Etna dishes
One visit to a local olive oil factory and olive oil tasting

Natural mineral water at included meals

All sightseeing, tasting and excursions as specified in the itinerary
Admission fees included for all sites and other activities as per itinerary
Baggage Handling of one piece of luggage at hotel

Hotel & City Taxes

HAT IS NOT INCLUDED:
Intercontinental Flight
Gratuities to Tour Director and Driver
Porterage at airport
Gratuities to Local Guide
Beverages and meals not mentioned in the program
Travel Insurance
Airport Transfers between 8:00PM to 7:00AM require payment of the night-use supplement

of Euros 20,00 per person each way
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Cable car to Etna Volcano (subject to weather forecast)
Optional excursions
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Palermo: Hotel Plaza Opera

http://www.hotelplazaopera.com/en/

Charmingly located in the shopping and business area of Palermo, within walking distance of
Viale della Liberta and the Politeama theatre, the Hotel Plaza Opéra is a luxury hotel offering a
perfect blend of excellent personal service, state-of-the-art facilities and exclusive atmosphere. In
the lobby, the mixture of antique paintings, engravings and works by modern artists, along with
lighting effects make the hotel’s distinctive features. The property combines the traditional
Sicilian hospitality and a cosmopolitan mood. The Hotel Plaza Opéra offers lavishly appointed
accommodation, a penthouse solarium terrace, Wi-Fi Internet access throughout the public areas.
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Leonforte: Villa Gussio Nicoletti
http://www.villagussio.it/villagussio/gallery.as
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Taormina: Hotel Villa Angela (Sea View Room)
http://www.hotelvillaangela.com/en/index.htm
The Villa Angela hotel enjoys ideal position in Taormina overlooking the Naxos Bay and the
Etna Mount, at the feet of the historical church Madonna della Rocca and close to the city
historic center. Surrounded by a beautiful park with Mediterranean vegetation, offers elegant
exteriors and interiors in the romantic atmosphere of this splendid Sicilian residence, ideal for
guests wishing to spend a relaxing and regenerating stay in Taormina.
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Note: Hotels may be substituted with similar category.
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